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Editorial 





Should Farrakhan be barred? 


The Home Secretary’s decision to ban the proposed visit by American black Muslim 
leader Louis Farrakhan has provoked contrasting responses within the anti-racist 
and minority communities, and a campaign has been launched by some black 
organisations to have the ban revoked. 

We have no hesitation, however, in supporting the Home Secretary’s decision. 
There can be no doubt that Farrakhan’s public statements about Jews and Judaism 
(“Jews are the main enemy”, “Hitler was a great man. . . he rose Germany up from 
nothing”, “the Jews are in control of the mass media, newspapers, television, 
radio . . .”, “Jews know their wickedness”) offer grave offence to Jewish people. It 
is simply not enough, as at least one spokesperson from the Hackney Black People’s 
Association has argued, to say that Black people should be allowed to make up their 
own minds, and Douglas Hurd’s ban is racist in preventing them from doing that. 

This argument would not be tolerated by anti-racists for one moment if deployed 
in other circumstances. Should Jewish people be allowed to “make up their own 
minds” about the racist Israeli MP Meir Kahane who wants to come to the UK, at 
the expense of giving offence to Arabs whom he considers to be racially inferior? Of 
course not. Should white people be allowed to “make up their own minds” the next 
time that Ku Klux Klan leader David Dukes wants to visit Britain to stir up enmity 
against black people? Of course not. 

The tragedy is, that in the terms in which the Hackney Black People’s Association 
are opposing the Farrakhan ban, they sell the pass on the ‘free speech’ argument 
which anti-racists largely won in the late 1970s. The idea that people have the right 
to hear racist views and decide for themselves was exactly the argument that the 
mass anti-racist campaigns of that time had to tackle head-on. They did, and they 
won it, and in doing so, popularised the idea that abstract notions of free speech had 
to be weighed up against the concrete freedoms of racial minorities who might be the 
targets of offense when free speech is exercised by racists. So why is the same 
consideration not given to the feelings of Jewish people confronted with the 
possibility that Farrakhan’s unbridled hostility to them as a race might be given a 
public platform in this country? 

When this question has been raised at anti-racist meetings addressed recently by 
Searchlight speakers, it has become perfectly clear that many ordinary, grass roots 
black activists share this view entirely, and that their views are not being 
represented accurately by the Hackney Black People’s Association or Farrakhan’s 
other British supporters. 

For our part, our position is clear: we always said ‘No to David Dukes’; now we 
say ‘No to Louis Farrakhan’, and we will say, equally firmly, ‘No to Meir Kahane’. 
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The ancient University of Glasgow has 
decided to honour a man with a long 
history of involvement in_ racist 
activities. The University has agreed to 
name a Professorship after the notorious 
Lt. Colonel Robert Gayre and _ is 
currently inviting applicants for “the 
newly endowed Gayre Chair of Scottish 
Literature”. 

A University spokeswoman told 
Searchlight that Robert Gayre has been 
giving donations to the University for a 
number of years. Now there are enough 
funds, when combined with a contribution 
from the University itself, to fund a 
professorship. The spokeswoman said that 
the University was “entirely happy” to 
accept the money from Gayre, because of his 
long interests in Scottish literature. 
However, she would not comment upon 
Gayre’s equally long interests in racial 
matters. More fastidious members of 
Glasgow University, as well as prospective 
applicants, may wish to know more about 
the man, whose name is being honoured in 
this way. 

Gayre’s interests in racist theories stretch 
back to pre-war days. In 1939 he visited 
Hitler’s favourite race-theorist, Hans 
Giinther, in Berlin. Giinther was a dedicated 
anti-semite, whose entry into academic life 
was aided by Nazi party bosses, who 
admired his uncompromising theories of 
Aryan purity. Giinther received the Goethe 
Medal from Alfred Rosenberg, head of 
Hitler’s Foreign Political Office. The 
influence of the Nazi-theorist Giinther upon 
Gayre can be seen in the latter’s book 
Teuton and Slav on the Polish Frontier. Not 
only did Gayre reproduce page after page of 
Gunther’s photographs of various ‘racial 
types’, but he explicitly praised ‘Professor 
Hans F.K. Giinther’s authoritative work of 
German racial science”. After the war, 
Ginther was not considered a fit person to 
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Applications are invited for 
appointment to the newly en- 
dowed Gayre Chair of Scottish 
Literature. The post is tenable 
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hold a university post in a German 
University. 

Gayre’s interest in academic racism has 
led him into some strange company. He 
contributed an article to the Candour 
League of Rhodesia’s journal in 1967. 
Candour League was founded by A.K. 
Chesterton, the former Mosleyite and first 
chairman of the National Front. Gayre’s 
links with Chesterton surfaced a year later 
when five members of the Racial 
Preservation Society were prosecuted under 
the Race Relations Act. All defendants were 
members of the newly formed National 
Front. Gayre spoke as an ‘expert’ witness 
for the defence and he suggested that it had 
been scientifically proven that blacks were 
“feckless”’. His fellow ‘experts’ were equally 
interesting: Dr John Mitchell of the Great 
Britain Movement, National Front, etc and 
Joy Page of the Immigration Control 
Association and WISE. 

In addition to testifying to the defence 
Gayre donated £25 to the defence fund. 
Chesterton publicly thanked Gayre for his 
efforts, and Gayre helped Chesterton 
prepare a booklet about the trial. 

One of the defendants was Alan Hancock, 
who has a long track record in nazi 
activities. One of the shadowy organisations 
to which Hancock has belonged is the 
Northern League. This organisation brings 
together nazi activists and theorists from 
across Europe. Hans Giinther had been a 
member. Its magazine Northlander 
described Gayre as one of the “oldest good 
friends of the Northern League”. Gayre also 
sent a letter to the Northern League meeting 
held in Brighton in 1970. He regretted that 
he was unable to attend, but he offered 
advice about presenting racial theories. 
Amongst those in attendance were well 
known academic figures such as Colin 
Jordan and Martin Webster. 

For a number of years Gayre devoted 
much energy to publishing an academic- 
looking magazine called Mankind 
Quarterly. This magazine specifically aimed 
to present the racial case. It attracted 
contributions from academic racists like Dr 
F.J. Los and K. Magnussen, who were also 
members of the Northern League. Gayre did 
not waste the opportunity to praise the 
disgraced Giinther. In 1969 he wrote a 
glowing review of a book by Giinther, 
published by the anti-semitic publishing 
house, Britons Publishing Company. 
According to Gayre: “No one could be better 
fitted to discuss the ideas and religious 
concepts of the Indo-Europeans than the late 
Professor Giinther”’. 

An indication of Gayre’s sense of 
scholarship can be gleaned from a remark 
Gayre wrote in Mankind Quarterly, July 
1975: “Anything from the pen of Mr H.B. 
Isherwood must command scholarly 
respect”. The late Mr Isherwood, also a 
member of Northern League and Racial 
Preservation Society and an admirer of the 
National Front, wrote a whole series of 
grubby racist and anti-semitic pamphlets, 





Practical Considerations which are 

Fundamental in Bantu Affairs in 

Rhodesia and for an Understanding 

of Negroid - Caucasoid Problems 
Generally 


BY 
R. GAYRE OF GAYRE 


Reprinted from 
THE MANKIND QUARTERLY 
Vol. X, No. 2, October-December 1969 


THE MANKIND QUARTERLY 
1 Darnawas ty Street ; Edinburgh 3 : Scotland 


Mankind Quarterly: Gayre’s mouthpiece. 


which were circulated in nazi circles. It takes 
a special perspective on academic work to 
claim that this sort of material must 
command scholarly respect. 

There again, Gayre’s perspective has 
been an unusual one. When he established 
Mankind Quarterly, he recruited a number 
of academic names to serve as “Honorary 
Editors”. Amongst these personages was 
Professor O. v. Verschuer of Munster. 
Before the war Verschuer had been the 
supervisor of none other than the infamous 
Dr Mengele, and, in fact, had supervised 
some of Mengele’s notorious death-camp 
‘projects’. Unlike Mengele and Giinther, 
Verschuer was lucky to escape the 
denazification programme after the war. 

Gayre’s interests in racial affairs have 
continued up until recent times. In 1984 it 
was announced that he was one of the 
sponsors of WISE, the organisation which 
aimed to provide a bridge between hard-line 
circles and the far-right of the Conservative 
party. Joy Page, who had been a fellow 
‘expert’ in the Race Relations trial, was a 
leading light in WISE. The BBC programme 
Panorama, which blew away the respectable 
pretensions of this organisation in January 
1984, revealed a WISE meeting filled with 
National Front members such as Mike Salt, 
Kenneth McKilliam and Lady Jane 
Birdwood. Anti-semitic material, denying 
the reality of the Holocaust, was openly on 
sale. 

Serious questions must now be asked of 
Glasgow University. We know that British 
Universities are short of cash, but is the 
reputation of scholarship likely to be 
enhanced by naming a Professorship after 
Gayre? In the circles in which Gayre moves, 
perhaps racist and anti-semitic nonsense 
“must command scholarly respect”, but 
surely it is a threat to genuine scholarship to 
honour these values within a proper 
University. 
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Student killing sparks campaign 


A 200-strong picket of Dartford 
Magistrates Court on 3 February 
drew attention to anger in the Asian 
communities of South East London 
and North Kent over the escalation 
of racist attacks in the area and the 
police response to them. 


According to GACARA, the Greenwich 
group which monitors racist attacks, the 
area from Greenwich east and south-east 
has seen a 72 per cent rise in the number of 
attacks reported to it in the past year. There 
have been several serious attacks as far out 
as Gravesend. 

This increase in racial terror forms the 
background to the campaign, launched at 
the end of November last year, which has 
been pressing for a full investigation into 
the circumstances surrounding the death of 
Kalbinder Hayre. An 18-year-old Asian 
girl who was studying at Dartford College, 
Kalbinder was struck by a van and crushed 
against a wall as she left the college on 7 
November with two friends. The van’s five 
occupants were released after questioning 
the same day. The campaign says that 
police did not interview a vital eye-witness 
and failed to post an officer by Kalbinder’s 
hospital bed in case she was able to make a 





The full horror of racism and anti- 
semitism has come to the London 
Borough of Tower Hamlets in the 
last two months. 


The Borough has for a long time been 
one of the central areas of increasing 
violence against ethnic minorities. Crimes 
like murder, arson and assault are common 
place. 

Last September a 19-year-old youth, 
Michael Smith, shot an Asian boy of 15 in 
the head with an air gun. He then 
threatened to shoot the boy in the eyes. 
Smith was already on bail for a vicious 
attack on an Asian school teacher the 
previous January, when he slashed the 
teacher across the face with a knife. After 
the attack Smith turned on three members 
of the public who had come to the teacher’s 
rescue. Paul Levan, who tackled Smith and 
disarmed him, was injured. 

Early last month Smith was released at 
Southwark Crown Court to a paltry 30 
months’ youth custody. 

In December and January “The 
Congregation of Jacob” had its walls 
daubed with swastikas and anti-Jewish 
slogans. On the second visit the nazis 
daubed the words: “I hate all Jews” and 
“Jews kill babies”. 

But it was at the end of January that the 
most horrific attack took place. Dino Patel, 
a 32-year-old Asian school teacher, took 
two of his neighbour’s little girls to see an 
anti-racist concert at the Half Moon theatre 
in Stepney Green. The two girls are white 
and about 10 years old. They failed to get 
into the show. 
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statement. Kalbinder died two weeks later 
in hospital. 

One person has now been charged in 
connection with the incident, with 
manslaughter. He was not the driver of the 
van, whom the campaign contends should 
be charged with murder. They intend to 
disrupt further court proceedings until they 
are satisfied with the police action. 

Campaigns to secure justice for victims 
of suspected racial attacks are always up 
against both the police and the law. The 
police control the investigation, and their 
unwillingness to accept a racial motive for 
attacks is well documented. We reported 
recently on the rumours spread by East 
London police that the Ilford fire which 
killed Mrs Kassam and her three children 
last July was not a racial arson but an 
insurance fraud. Another fire which 
endangered the lives of fourteen people in a 
Leyton house last year resulted in intensive 
interrogation of the occupants and finally 
to charges against one of them, who had 
fled the scene for fear of being caught as an 
illegal immigrant. 

Dead people cannot speak out. Their 
families have no control over the 
investigation, and no say in any subsequent 
court proceedings. All they can do is watch. 


As they walked away, three white men 
approached them. The men, described as 
around 28 to 30 years old, had just left the 
Three Crowns public house on the main 
road. For some inexplicable reason they 
asked Patel if he was a vegetarian. When he 
tried to walk away they slashed him across 
the face with a Stanley knife. 






Slashed — Dino Patel. 


Doctors who treated him and stitched his 
face said that his sight was saved only 
because his glasses deflected the blow from 
his eyes. After the attack the men casually 
walked away. 

Searchlight understands that this is not 


the first such attack carried out by people © 


using this pub, and that one of Patel’s 
attackers was seen drinking there the night 
after the attack. 





Killed — Kalbinder Hayre. 


If they or their friends or supporters 
protest, and demand a proper investigation 
or a wholehearted prosecution, they risk 
falling foul of the laws of contempt of court, 
since, aS soon as someone has been 
charged, no further public discussion of a 
case is permitted. In December members 
of the Pryce Family Support Campaign 
were rebuked by the Old Bailey judge who 
sentenced the killer of Eustace Pryce, 
Martin Newhouse, to youth custody for 42 
years for manslaughter. The campaign had 
always said that he should have been 
convicted of murder, and that the incident 
was not a gang fight as suggested by the 
prosecution but a racial attack. 

It is impossible to expect families, their 
friends and supporters to stay silent in the 
face of the appalling record of police and 
courts in refusing to recognise racist 
attacks. Until that record significantly 
improves, and the thousands of real, 
vicious and terrifying attacks on black 
people are taken seriously and investigated 
with the same commitment and zeal as 
were the attacks on strike-breaking miners 
in 1984/5, there will be more pickets, 
protests and campaigns as police and courts 
will continue to be held — deservedly — in 
contempt. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ ANGOLAN MERCENARY RUNS AMOK 


A former mercenary in Angola has been jailed for 
15 years after a series of vicious armed robberies. 
At the Old Bailey Judge Wickham told him: 

“You are a menace, a very dangerous man who 
has got to be put away for a very long time”. 

Harold Goldsmith, (37), lived ina Walter Mitty 
world. When he was arrested he was eager to 
confess. 

“He appeared to be showing off’, said Mr David 
Paget, prosecuting. 

Goldsmith began his reign of terror in July last 
year after being out of prison for only nine months. 
Armed with a revolver and shotgun, he carried out 
four hold ups, and attempted two more, mostly at 
off licences in the Croydon area. He escaped with a 
total of £23,000. 

On a raid at Isleworth, Goldsmith blasted the 
pet dog of a woman shop assistant. On another 
occasion, at Croydon, he fired at an off licence 
manager as the man fled to the back of the shop. 
Goldsmith was arrested when a_ customer 
managed to disarm him. Mr John Revell, (53), 
was awarded £100 from public funds for his 
bravery. (Croydon Comet 20.12.85.) 


Proctor surrenders 


over Panorama 





RIGHT-wing Tory MP _ Harvey 
Proctor has backed down from his 
legal battle with the BBC over 
allegations made about him in 
Panorama’s ‘Maggie's Militant 
Tendency’ broadcast two years ago. 

Proctor was one of five Conservative 
MPs who issued writs after Panorama 
alleged that there was widespread 
infiltration of the party by right wing 
extremists, and that some Tory MPs were 
collaborating with extremists trying to gain 
a foothold of respectability in the party. 

Proctor, singled out for his involvement 
in the anti-semitic Tory Action, run by 
George K. Young, and his links with WISE 
and David Irving’s Focus Policy Study 
Group, withdrew his action in a secret 
agreement with the BBC. He received no 
apology, no damages and had to meet his 
own legal costs. These have been estimated 
at more than £10,000. 

Panorama had revealed that he hosted a 
Tory Action reception in the House of 
Commons, and that he had visited David 
Irving’s Mayfair flat on a number of 
occasions. At the time Irving was trying to 
build up his Focus group as a ‘new right’ 
political movement, and told Panorama 
that he was “helping” certain Tory MPs and 
that “we have certain facilities that we can 
make available to them”. 

Another MP, Roger Moate, whom 
Panorama disclosed had spoken to a 
meeting of the racist umbrella group 
WISE, earlier withdrew his action after the 
BBC agreed to pay a modest sum (£1,200) 
to a charity. He received no damages 
himself. WISE, it had been claimed, was 
trying to ‘build bridges’ between 
respectable Tory MPs and a more extreme 
audience. 

Other cases, involving MPs Neil 
Hamilton and Gerald Howarth, accused of 
being involved with Tory Action, and 





Nicholas Winterton, who addressed a 
WISE meeting, are still outstanding. 

Since news of his surrender leaked out, 
Proctor has gone on record disputing the 
often made claim that at a WISE meeting 
he addressed in 1981, where the audience 
contained many known nazis including 
paramilitary activists, the vote of thanks 
was proposed by former NF chairman 
Andrew Fountaine, himself expelled from 
the Tory Party in the 1950s because of his 
anti-semitic views. 

In a letter to the London magazine Time 
out, Proctor denies this outright. On other 
occasions he has been known to argue that 
Fountaine simply expressed his thanks in 
one of many contributions from the floor 
after the MP had spoken. 

A Searchlight reporter present at the 
meeting recalls, however, a very different 
sequence of events. After Proctor’s speech, 
WISE secretary Joan Mason announced 
from the platform that “We are going to 
have a short interval . . . after which there 
will be a session for questions and 
contributions. But before the interval can I 
call upon Commander Fountaine to 
propose the vote of thanks”. 

Fountaine’s speech took place before the 
interval; the contributions from the floor 
took place afterwards. And Fountaine was 
quite explicitly asked to propose a vote of 
thanks. 

It is quite natural, of course, the meeting 
having taken place more than four years 
ago, that Mr Proctor’s recollection might 
be a little hazy. Our reporter however, 
made a comprehensive note of the 
proceedings at the time, and, in any event, 
left the meeting during the interval having 
heard Fountaine speak. He was not present 
for the question session, so he could not 
possibly have confused a ‘contribution 
from the floor’ by Fountaine as a vote of 
thanks. 


Popplewell 
final report: 
grounds for 
pessimism 


Justice Popplewell has completed the 
official report into crowd safety and 
control at sports grounds. In spite of 
much evidence of fascist 
involvement, both in the Brussels 
football tragedy, where 38 people 
died, and in this country, the report 
does not recommend specific action 
against the young Hitlers on the 
terraces. 

The interim report of the committee 
of enquiry suggested that there should 
be a specific offence of chanting obscene 
or racialist abuse at a sports ground. In 
the final report this is watered down to 
suggest creating an offence of disorderly 
conduct at a sports ground. The 
Popplewell Report also fails to deal with 
the problem of the open sale of fascist 
literature and insignia both inside and 
outside the grounds. 

On the tragedy at the Heysel Stadium 
in Brussels in May 1985, caused by 
fighting between Liverpool and 
Juventus supporters, Popplewell cites a 
number of reliable witnesses who gave 
eye witness accounts of fascist 
involvement. These witnesses included 
the Mayor of Brussels, a British football 
referee, and both the manager and 
former manager of Liverpool Football 
Club. National Front leaflets 
overprinted with the British National 
Party logo were scattered around 
outside the stadium. A flag of the fascist 
New Order group was flown by a group 
of Juventus fans. A banner with “Europe 
for the English”, and a contingent of the 
NF were clearly seen inside the ground. 

In this country, Popplewell agrees 
that there is “widespread evidence” of 
the presence of small groups of National 
Front and similar supporters at football 
matches, of the giving of nazi salutes, of 
the distribution of literature, and of the 
chanting of racist slogans. He admits 
that a number of their supporters have 
been convicted of criminal offences 
arising from the use of violence at 
football grounds. In a national poll 10 
per cent of football fans claimed to have 
witnessed National Front involvement 
in crowd trouble. In spite of all this 
evidence, Popplewell repeats the 
complacent police attitude that the 
fascist importance at football grounds is 
merely a “self importance”, and that 
they are not a significant factor in 
football violence. 


Committee of Inquiry into Crowd Safety 
and Control at Sports Grounds. Final 


Report. Chairman Mr _ Justice 


Harvey Proctor (centre) leading racist delegation to Downing Street. L-R: Bee Carthew, 
Joan Mason, Joy Page, Lady Jane Birdwood and George K. Young in the early 
Seventies. 


Popplewell. £6.90. HMSO 1986. 











completed by Martin Wingfield (right). 
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Paul Hanmore (left), cold blooded murderer of an Asian woman, met Joe Pearce (centre) in Chelmsford Priso 


n, where the nazi trio was 


What a killer learnt from the Front’s Education officer 





Warders’ soft regime for Nazis 


AFTER months of investigation 
Searchlight can reveal for the 
first time the connection 
between leading members of the 
National Front and a young killer 
now serving life for a cold 
blooded murder of a young Asian 
woman during a hold up in 1984. 


Three years ago Joe Pearce was sent to 
prison for race relations offences 
committed while editing the National 
Front’s youth hate sheet, Bulldog. 
Whatever apprehensions Pearce may 
have had about doing time were soon 
swept aside by the warm welcome he 
received from prison officers at 
Chelmsford prison in Essex. When 
Pearce recently faced a second jail term 
for the same race relations offence, he 
told Time Out that prison held no fears 
for him. 

No wonder, because according to eye 
witnesses, Pearce found his first 
sentence more like life in a two star 
hotel than a punishment. According to 
our informants Pearce was given the 
best food and allowed free run with his 
cell door left open while other prisoners 
were locked up for many hours each 
day. 

He was also allowed to write for 
Bulldog under his cover name, “Captain 
Truth”. His articles were smuggled out 
by sympathetic prison officers. 

Later a friendship developed between 
Pearce and another prisoner, Paul 
Hanmore. They found common cause in 
hating blacks and Jews. Pearce made 
use of Hanmore’s talent as a cartoonist 
for Bulldog. Hanmore’s drawings 
appeared in National Front publications 
while he was still in prison, because 
prison officers were still looking after 
Pearce and the National Front. 

Later on, Chelmsford prison became 
almost like a nazi club when Pearce and 
Hanmore were joined by Adrian 
Wiltshire, another nazi activist jailed for 
his illegal political antics. Wiltshire is 
well known to Searchlight readers as the 
former British representative of the 
World Union of National Socialists. He 


was also a member of British 
Movement, the NF and second in 
command of the National Action Party. 
During the pit strike he tried to con the 
miners by setting up a miners’ support 
group, which in reality was an NF front. 
He also tried to set up a nazi cooperative 
with funding from the Greater London 
Enterprise Board. In both these 
schemes he was foiled when Searchlight 
exposed his game. 

By all accounts Wiltshire got the same 
star treatment in Chelmsford prison as 
Hanmore and Pearce. 

When Hanmore was released he went 
to live at the home of a leading south 
London NF activist who had served a 
long sentence for attempting to bomb a 
building in south London. 

In June 1984 Hanmore, armed with a 
shotgun, held up a cashier at a small 
supermarket in Enfield, north London. 
He forced 31-year-old Ann Bhugaloo to 
open the till and when he found only 
£27, he shot her in the mouth at almost 
point blank range. She died before 
reaching hospital. 


SIX weeks ago the National Front 
shut down its London headquarters 
in Pawsons Road, Croydon, and 
fulfilled a two-year-old dream by 
moving out to East Anglia. The 


address on all the NF’s new 
published material and letter heads is 
Box 41, Norwich, Norfolk. In fact 
this is a cover address for the home of 
former Bedfordshire Front activist 
Paul Fortune at 153 Aylsham Road, 
Norwich. 

In its new home the Front will have a 
useful minder in Jim Capes, a former 
London cop chucked out of the force for 
his nazi activities. Capes now advises the 
Front on police related matters. 

The Fishwick family also resides in the 
same area. The son is now the leader of 
the Young National Front. In the 


Hanmore’s lawyers told the court that 
he had wanted the money to visit his girl 
friend and that he was love sick. The fact 
is he was a cold blooded racist killer 
whose sick ideas had been brought to a 
head by his involvement with nazis 
cleverer than himself. He was a loaded 
gun whom they had pointed. 

But how much of the responsibility 
also rests with the prison officers who 
allowed this sick young man of 25 to 
develop his hatred whilst in their care by 
blatantly assisting him, Wiltshire and 
Pearce? 

Hanmore is now serving a life 
sentence. Pearce is also back inside. 
This time his first days behind bars were 
not so easy going. On arrival at 
Wormwood Scrubs Pearce was beaten 
senseless by a group of black prisoners 
who recognised him. He had to be kept 
in solitary confinement. 

Pearce is now in a soft regime prison 
on the Isle of Sheppey in Kent. Home 
Secretary Douglas Hurd ought to check 
that he is not getting the same VIP 
treatment as before. 





neighbouring county of Suffolk lives NF 
deputy chairman Nick Griffin, as well as 
former civil servant John Field. He is an 
expert on Irish matters and a key link 
man with the Ulster Defence Association. 

Tom Acton, the NF’s printer, and 
Derek Holland are also a few miles up the 
road in Halesworth and Huntingdon 
respectively. And Ian Anderson, the 
Front’s deposed chairman, who recently 
moved out of his flat in Bures Road, 
Newham, is also thought to be heading in 
that general direction. 

London police officers think part of the 
reason for the move is tactical. Whereas 
arrests of NF activists in the home 
counties and London have increased 
rapidly in the last few months. Norfolk 
and Suffolk are notoriously slack and 
have very small Special Branch units. 





Racist violence on the increase 


THE widespread extent of racist and 
anti-Jewish activity is now 
becoming very apparent to the 
public. From all parts of the country 
stories of arsons, knifings, assaults 
and threats are pouring in. 


In the north, Newcastle Infirmary was a 
target for the NF’s anti-semitic graffiti and 
stickers. In a middle class suburb of 
Bradford an Asian doctor’s home was laid 
waste by an arson attack by racists within 24 
hours of him moving in. 

In Teeside local magistrates sentenced 
20-year-old Christopher Hopewell to three 
months in a detention centre after his 
second appearance in court charged with 
damaging the property of local Asians. On 
the first occasion he had been fined. 

Hopewell told the court that he did not 
want a duty solicitor and was not prepared 
to have a social report interview. Hopewell 
had told the police that he was unemployed 
and hated “wogs” because they “took our 
jobs”. 

At Penylan synagogue in Cardiff a gang 
of five skinheads shouting “Sieg Heil” tried 
to get into the building during a function. 
Afterwards an NF daubing and a swastika 
were found on the building. 

Bricks were hurled at the windows of 
Kenton synagogue, North London, a 


regular target for anti-semitic activity. At 
Queen Mary’s College in East London 
leaflets advertising shower units appeared 
with the address J. Mengele, Brazil. 

While violence against the Asian 
community in East London and Essex 
continues, synagogues in Woodford and 
Loughton have suffered two attacks. In 
Redbridge an Asian family has been 
virtually under siege by a gang of racist 
youngsters since before Christmas. 
Although the local police station is close 
by, the gang has stoned the family’s house 
and hurled eggs and racist abuse at the 
occupants. 

Nearby the murder squad investigating 
the murder of Mrs Kassam and her three 
children last summer has asked the public 
for help in tracing the owners of two 
Cortinas. The cars, which were driven by 
whites, were seen in the area at the time of 
the fire. Searchlight believes at least one of 
these cars may be connected with a local 
nazi activist. 

In North Kent racist skins have found a 
new game. They pick up Asian youngsters, 
force them to inhale glue, and then leave 
them on the local railway lines. It is only by 
good luck that nobody has been killed so 
far. 

In Oldham National Front supporters 
daubed a local church with the slogan “Reds 


dies 

In Humberstone two youths were fined 
for attacking local Asians and the van from 
which they ran their kebab business. David 
Trench, 22, and Dean Mawer, 18, were 
part of a gang of ten who attacked the van 
shouting: “You’re a dead man, Paki” and 
“Come on you Pakis, we want you”. 

The National Front bookshop in 
Croydon seems to have trash on its staff as 
well as on its shelves. James Grundle, aged 
24 and described as a printer residing at the 
bookshop address, has been charged with 
causing actual bodily harm. With him in 
court were Ian Archibald, 17, of no fixed 
address, who is charged with causing actual 
bodily harm and grievous bodily harm, a 
bail offence and an attempted burglary, 
and John Gregory, 20, of Cumberland 
Avenue, London W3 who was also charged 
with causing actual bodily harm. 

Ian Stuart, bone-headed leader of the NF 
band Skrewdriver, is now spending 12 
months’ holiday at Her Majesty’s expense 
after being convicted of attacking some 
black men and causing one of them actual 
bodily harm. In line with the Home Office’s 
apparent policy of soft treatment for nazi 
thugs, Stuart is doing his time at Weyland 
prison, Norfolk. 
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This month Searchlight takes a 
look at the growth of right wing 
survivalist activity in Britain 
which represents the 
importation of a worrying new 
type of political activity from the 
USA. 


Greg Payne is the young editor of 
Survival Weaponry and_ Techniques 
Monthly, a glossy magazine aimed at 
members of the public who think they 
might survive after a nuclear holocaust 
by living off the land, on their wits and 
skills. 

Payne’s efforts are, however, viewed 
as cowboyism by the founding father of 
British far right survivalism, the former 
military commander of Column 88, 
Major Ian Souter Clarence. Clarence 
last made the headlines for sheltering 
















BRITISH FAR RIGHT’S PLANS 
FOR A POST NUCLEAR FAMILY 


wanted nazi terrorists Odfried Hepp, 
Walter Kexel and Ulrich Tillman. Two 
of them were arrested at his home, and 
the third much later in the Paris flat of a 
Lebanese terrorist. Abu Abbas, said to 
have been behind the Achille Lauro 
hijacking, has admitted that he also 
knew Hepp. 

Payne’s magazine is based in East 
Hill, Colchester, a town well known for 
its far right paramilitary links in the 
past. Although Payne is extremely 
cautious about what he puts in his 
publication, he has published a very 
favourable review of a book by the 
American, Robert De Pugh. De Pugh 
was once leader of the illegal nazi group, 
the Minutemen. 

The first issue of Payne’s magazine 
also carried a large advertisement for 
Timothy Danvers’ Soldier of Fortune 





SOLDIER OF FORTUNE LTD 


LONDON’S CONTROVERSIAL SHOP. 
SURVIVALISM BEGINS AT “SOLDIER OF FORTUNE” 
PREPARE FOR THE STORMY DAYS TO COME!! 


ALL TYPES OF SURVIVALIST EQUIPMENT NOW STOCKED INCLUDING CIVILIAN, 
MILITARY AND MERCENARY TRAINING MANUALS. PERSONAL PROTECTION 
EQUIPMENT AND BULLET PROOF VESTS. TRUNCHEONS, RIOT HELMETS AND SHIELDS, 

HANDCUFFS, CATAPULTS, FIGHTING KNIVES, AIR GUNS, BLANK FIRERS, 
SMOKE GRENADES AND FLARES, 
JOIN OUR BOOK CLUB 


MAG-LITE TORCHES. EVERYTHING TO GET YOU 
LIFE 
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READY IN MIND AND BODY. 
PLUS MILITARIA, VIDEOS AND CASSETTES ON 
VIETNAM - RHODESIA — FRANCE - NAZI GERMANY 
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(Beneath Charing Cross mainline station) 
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URBAN SURVIVALIST MOVEMENT 


IF YOU’RE FAINT OF HEART — KEEP AWAY ‘ 
AS SEEN ON TV, WRITTEN ABOUT IN THE PRESS. QUESTIONS ASKED 
IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF. 
PROFESSIONAL SURVIVALIST 


4-5 The Arches, Villiers Street, London WC2. Tel: 01-930 5559 


Open to public 10.30am-6pm Tuesday to Friday. 8.30-5pm Saturday. Closed Sunday. 


Soldier of Fortune advertisement in Greg Payne’s Survival Weaponry and Techniques 


MEMBERS OF OUR EXCLUSIVE 
BOOK CLUB ARE ABLE TO 
PURCHASE BOOKS ETC. WHICH 
ARE NOT FOR SALE TO THE REST 
OF THE HERD!! 










Harrington helps police with inquiries 


NF ‘legal adviser’ Patrick Harrington 
has been arrested after the alleged 
interception of a package of 
ammunition addressed to his home 
from abroad. 


Sometime before Christmas it was 
allegedly spotted by customs officers, on 
the look-out for drugs. After keeping 
Harrington under observation for four 
weeks, they raided his west London home. 

His mother was apparently very upset 
when several customs officers gave the 
house a thorough going over. She rang the 
local police station to complain but we 


understand she got very short shrift. 

Later, the customs officers departed, 
taking with them documents and other 
items, as well as Patrick Harrington 
himself. He is now out on police bail. 

He has not been having a happy time 
recently. When Harvey Proctor threw a 
booze-up for the newly elected Ulster 
Unionist MPs, he invited the whole of 
Monday Club to attend. One Clubber, 
Ralph Harrison, arrived with Boy Wonder 
in tow. Proctor, probably still smarting 
from the cost of his failed legal action 
against the BBC, told the pair of them to 
get out. 


shop in London. Danvers (see 
Searchlight 128) is well known for his 
strong nazi links. The advertisement. 
boasted of his notoriety. It also declared 
that an urban survival club was to be set 
up shortly through Soldier of Fortune. 

At least two regular contributors to 
former British Movement boss Michael 
McLaughlin’s Survivalist paper appear 
in Payne’s magazine. With convicted 
criminal McLaughlin running his own 
paramilitary shop “Rucksack and Rifle” 
in Wrexham, north Wales, as well as 
these more recent developments, it is 
clearly time the authorities started 
paying more attention to such activities. 

What remains a mystery is where all 
the finance is coming from to pay for 
glossy magazines and the activities of 
the “survivalists”. 






Violence call 
from Front 
leader 


NICK Griffin, deputy chairman of 
the National Front, called on his 
members to break the windows of 
newspaper offices and Tory party 
premises at a rally held on 2 February 
inside the London iY (Or. 
headquarters in Great Russell Street. 
The rally came at the end of an 
afternoon of NF violence directed at a 
pro-Irish Republican demonstration 
and the police. 

Standing alongside party chairman 
Martin Wingfield, recently released from 
prison, Griffin noted with joy that Irish 
supporters had been attacked on their 
way into London. He suggested that 
members might find more targets on 
their way home. A Searchlight reporter 
inside the rally was amazed by the 
blatant law breaking advocated by the 
party’s officers. 

Earlier 15 Fronters had been arrested 
after pelting both the police and Irish 
marchers with bottles, stones and sticks. 
A well organised fascist attack on the 
Irish marchers’ lorry parked in Hyde 
Park failed. The attackers were reported 
to have been highly disciplined. In a 
coordinated movement they had 
approached the vehicle from two sides. 

Well represented alongside the NF that 
day were several leading British National 
Party activists and British Movement . 
boneheads. The Front turned out around 
160 people including their new-found 
allies. 














BLUEPRINT FOR 


GENOCIDE 


Today, the most important 
document for the international 
nazi movement is no longer Mein 
Kampf, nor even works of so- 
called “revisionist” history which 
seek to exonerate the Hitler 
regime. It is a novel, written in 
the form of a diary, which 
contains a detailed blueprint fora 
nazi take-over of California, the 
United States and eventually the 
world. 
The novel — called The Turner 
Diaries — was written by William 
Pierce, head of the National Alliance, 
probably the leading “hard-line” nazi 
group presently operating in the United 
States. It has already had a dramatic 
influence on at least one clandestine 
nazi group, 23 of whose members were 
recently convicted in Seattle for a 
terrorist campaign which included 
various tactics drawn from the Diaries 
— including counterfeiting dollars in 
order to subvert the currency, 


threatening their own members with 


execution for disloyalty (and in one 
case, carrying it out), and murdering 
prominent “liberals”, especially Jews, as 
part of a strategy of destabilisation. In 
June 1984, the group (which calls itself a 
variety of names, including “The 
Order”, which is also culled from the 
book) shot and killed Alan Berg, a well- 
known liberal radio personality in 
Denver, Colorado. At the trial — which 
ended in early January — the FBI 
confirmed that the group had indeed 
used the book as a model. 

Its influence has spread way beyond 
the United States. The British National 
Front has been peddling large numbers 
of copies, backed up by a prominent 
promotional campaign in National Front 
News. Despite ritual condemnations of 
terrorism by NF leaders like Derek 
Holland (see, for instance, Nationalism 
Today, September 1985) the book’s 
thesis bears considerable relevance to 
the tactics and strategy of the Italian 
“Third Position” group, whose personal 
and political influence on the present 
Strasserite leadership of the Front has 
been and is so strong. 

The first thing to be said about the 
novel itself — published in paperback by 
the National Alliance, and although 
credited to “Andrew Macdonald”, 
copyrighted to William Pierce — is that 
it is exceptionally well written, and its 
ideological message, although 
transparent, is largely effortlessly 


integrated into a text that has 
undoubted thriller qualities. The 
“Diaries” of “Earl Turner” deal with the 
years between 1991 and 1993, and tell 
the story of the growth of a clandestine 
neo-nazi “organisation” (led by a 
pseudo-mystic “order” of obviously 
Odinist bent) which takes on a corrupt, 
multi-racial “system”, and is eventually 
— and apocalyptically — triumphant. 
Initially, a small group of activists — 
formed in a cell — stash arms, engage in 
“survivalist” training, and undertake 
random murders of “racial enemies”. A 
clandestine, underground movement is 
gradually created (backed up by non- 
clandestine “legals”, in medicine, the 
legal profession, the police and the 
military). In preparation for the great 
day of revolution, the “organisation” 
infiltrates, forges money, robs banks, 
kills Blacks and Jews, and shoots 
“mutineers” within its own ranks. 
Finally, leading cadres move to Los 
Angeles, where a successful coup d’etat 
is undertaken. 


Executed 


In the first days of the New Order, 
Blacks and Mexicans are expelled from 
the “liberated zone”, and tens of 
thousands of Jews and white “race 
traitors” are executed. However, the 
“system” marshals its forces in the rest of 
the United States, and despite the 
consequent diminution of the white 
races, the “organisation” is forced by 
circumstances to use its captured 
nuclear arsenal to wipe out Baltimore, 
New York, and several other cities, as 
well as undertaking a pre-emptive strike 
against the Soviet Union. The resultant 
retaliation lays waste most of Los 
Angeles, but enough of the “New 
Order” remains for the “organisation” to 
spread its revolution, first through the 
United States, then western Europe, 
leaving (eventually) only China 
unresolved, to be dealt with by “a 
combination of chemical, biological and 
radiological means” which leaves most 
of Asia uninhabitable, but safe for 
eventual colonisation by the New 
Order, which will, we are told in an 
epilogue, “spread its wise and 
benevolent rule over the earth for all 
time to come”. 

As William Pierce is a nazi, and the 
book is published by a nazi organisation, 
it is no surprise that The Turner Dairies 
present a straight National Socialist line 
on matters like the Jewish conspiracy, 
white racial superiority and the fact that 
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White Revolution in action! Read how Earl Turner and his 
comrades in the Organization take on the System — and win. 
Not for the squeamish. Highly recommended! 
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HOW TOORDER 


National Front News promotes manual 
for urban terror. 


“when the Germans and the Jews were 
locked in struggle for the mastery of 
central and eastern Europe”, America, 
tragically, “ended up on the Jewish 
side”. There is also the occasional 
reference to the birth of a “Great One”, 
and regimes lasting a thousand years. 
But, by and large, the book avoids much 
open sentimentality about nazi 
Germany. Significantly, there is only 
one reference to “the old ‘gas chamber’ 
propaganda”, for reasons that will 
become apparent. But perhaps the most 
important difference between the 
Diaries and previous nazi propaganda 
— back to and including Mein Kampf — 
is their complete disillusion with mass- 
activity of any kind, and their advocacy 
of clandestine terror not as a temporary 
expedient, nor as a destabilisation 
tactic, but as a complete strategy for the 
achievement of power. 

In consequence, Pierce’s organisation 
holds no rallies or demonstrations, 
stands in no elections, produces no 
literature (indeed, apart from the 
passage of the “Cohen Act” outlawing 
private guns, there is hardly any 
mention of governmental activity except 
on the narrowest of law and order 
fronts). And when the action is 
interrupted for Earl Turner to express 
his thoughts, it is almost always for him 
to pour contempt on the vast majority of 
the American people, indeed of the 
American whites, for allowing 
themselves to fall prey to liberalism: 

“If the freedom of the American people 

were the only thing at stake, the existence 

of the Organisation would hardly be 
justified. Americans have lost their right 
to be free. Slavery is the just and proper 
state for a people who have grown as soft, 
self-indulgent, careless, credulous and 
befuddled as we have We have 
allowed a diabolically clever, alien 
minority to put chains on our souls and our 
minds” 
This point is reiterated, again and again: 
“we badly underestimated the degree to 
which materialism had corrupted our 
fellow citizens”. “One gets the 
impression that except for the Jews, . . . 
the rest of the System is a bunch of 
clock-watchers”. And, “can we justly 
blame what has happened to us entirely 
on deliberate subversion . . .? Or must 








Richard Butler: his Aryan Nations spawned The Order. An informer told police that 
Butler got $60,000 from The Order’s armed robberies. 


we place a large share of the blame on 
inadvertent decadence — on _ the 
spiritually debilitating life style into 
which the Western people have allowed 
themselves to slip in the twentieth 
century?” 

This argument has several 
consequences. First of all, the 
brainwashed masses are not to be relied 
upon to vote in their true “race 
interests”: “Doesn’t the old fool 
understand”, Turner rhetorically 
demands of a Conservative, “that the 
American people voted themselves into 
the mess they’re in now? ... Where 
does he think new elections can possibly 
lead now, with this generation of TV- 
conditioned voters, except right back 
into the same Jewish pigsty?” But even 
without the baleful effects of the mass 


media, the majority cannot be relied 
upon. “Actually”, Turner concludes, “it 
has been true all through history that 
only small portions of a population are 
either good or evil. The great bulk are 


morally neutral — _ incapable of 
distinguishing absolute right from 
absolute wrong — and they take their 
cue from whoever is on top at the 
moment”. So, “when evil men rule, as 
has been the case in America for many 
years now, most of the population will 
wallow happily in degeneracy of the 
worst kind and will self-righteously 
parrot every filthy and destructive idea 
that they have been taught”. 

For this reason, the smallness of the 
central core of the Organisation is a 
positive virtue: and the fact that (despite 
Turner’s own fears of the organisation 
being “a gnat planning to assassinate an 
elephant”), a body of less than 2,000 
appears to be able to “take” Southern 
California is proof of the strength of the 
committed elite (an echo of Hitler’s “the 
strong man is mightiest alone”). 

But the most important lesson that 
Pierce wishes his readers to draw goes 
beyond the inadequacies of elections, or 
the virtues of elitism. For him, “the key 
to the whole problem” is that “the 
corruption of our people by the Jewish- 
liberal-democratic-equalitarian plague 
which afflicts us is more clearly 
manifested in our soft-mindedness, our 
unwillingness to recognise the harder 


realities of life, than in anything else”. 
And _ this “essentially feminine, 
submissive world view” has meant that 
“Americans have for so many years been 
unwilling to make unpleasant 
decisions”, and to accept that “our race 
is like a cancer patient undergoing 
drastic surgery in order to save his life”. 
In this context, “there is no sense in 
asking whether the tissue being cut out 
now is ‘innocent’ or not”. Or, put 
another way, “there is no way we can 
destroy the System without hurting 
many thousands of innocent people”. 


Chilling 


It has to be said, in the context of The 
Turner Diaries, that “many thousands” 
is something of an underestimate. The 
novel is grotesquely violent. From the 
first, individual acts of terror (a 
television commentator is decapitated, 
a grocer’s wife has “a jar of kosher 
pickles” smashed in her face), through 
to the post-revolutionary “Day of the 
Rope” (during which tens of thousands 
of “race traitors” are summarily hanged, 
first by rope and subsequently by 
telephone wire, in a gruesome echo of 
the fate of the July 1944 anti-Hitler 
conspirators), the organisation’s path is 
strewn with corpses, whose grizzly ends 
are described in luxuriant, if not always 
unambiguous detail (poor old Turner is 
particularly choked by the sight of white 
girls swinging from the lamp-posts, even 
if they have “defiled their race” by 
sleeping with Blacks). Indeed, it is the 
sense of grim necessity, rather than 
overt sadism, which is_ particularly 
chilling, although Pierce cannot always 
fully suppress his sense of glee at, for 
instance, the thought of “as many as 
50,000 marchers” being directed into a 
“boulder-strewn canyon”, a trip which, 
as he gloatingly surmises, “will be a one- 
way affair!” 

By the time that the organisation 
really sets to, blasting off its nuclear 
arsenal at New York, Moscow and (of 
course) Tel Aviv, it is clear why Turner 
makes only ritual genuflection to the 
idea that the Holocaust didn’t happen. 
Indeed, having gone to some trouble to 
argue the need to deal with his enemies 


categorically rather than on the basis of 
individual guilt (it being “physically 
impossible, considering the relative 
numbers involved”, to deal with “the 
Jews, the Blacks, the Chicanos, and the 
other troublesome elements on an 
individual basis”) the only surprise is 
that Turner doesn’t demand that, if 
Hitler didn’t wipe out the Jews, then 
what the hell was he playing at? 

In short, The Turner Diaries provides 
a dangerously sophisticated rationale, 
entertainingly packaged in a popular 
format, for small groups of fanatics to 
pursue strategies of terror against both 
the political and the racial targets of 
their fancy, on the basis that the 
majority is too brainwashed and supine 
to understand its own interests, and 
that, for the sake of intimidating the 
minorities and waking up the majority, 
the bloodier the terror is, the better. 
Indeed, a_ willingness to reject 
“feminine, submissive” scruples is the 
first badge of suitability for admittance 
to the mystic order of racial freedom- 
fighters. As, over the last six years, the 
British fascist right has become more 
and more risible as an electoral force, as 
its members turn increasingly to 
individual acts of brutality (and 
fantasies of heroic guerrilladom from 
the hills), it’s easy to see the appeal of 
the Diaries, both as a rationale and as a 
model. 

There is one further irony. Before he 
took to writing fictional diaries, William 
L. Pierce was wont to receive real 
letters, from British fascists, on topics of 
contemporary concern. On 23 March 
1967, for instance, a letter was written to 
Pierce by none other than John Tyndall, 
now leader of the British National 
Party, then fihrer of the small but nasty 
Greater Britain Movement. “To be 
frank”, Tyndall told Pierce, “I do not 
believe that a movement with an openly 
nazi label has a hope of winning national 
power either in Britain or the US in the 
foreseeable future. I have therefore 
sought to modify the form of our 
propaganda, though not of course the 
essence of the ideology . . .” Within any 
right wing coalition it might enter, 
however, “our faction — the National 
Socialist faction — will have the key 
strategic advantage, and will therefore 
put us in a position to thwart any moves 
towards a_ takeover by _ liberal 
elements”. Thus, Tyndall concluded, it 
would be possible “to use the moderate 
elements, to work behind them for as 
long as is necessary, but to effectively 
control them”. 

Within a year, Tyndall’s GBM was 
inside the National Front, at that time 
an organisation of _ superficial 
respectability, keen to deny any fascist 
of nazi connections. Nineteen years 
later, that same organisation is eagerly 
peddling a manual for a form of fascist 
terrorism that goes even beyond the 
German nazi model, into hitherto 
uncharted territories of sadism and 
brutality. Let no one claim they haven’t 
been warned. 





RIGHTIST EURO-MPs GET HARD TIME 





THE ultra-right at the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg came in 
for a hard time in January. The 
Group of the European Right, as 
they call themselves, is composed 
of 10 members from the French FN, 
five from the Italian MSI and one 
from the Greek pro-colonels party, 
EPEN. In spite of the veneer of 
respectability they have tried so 
hard to cultivate — Le Pen, the FN 
leader, poses with the Pope on the 
inside cover of the Group’s give- 
away brochure they were 
exposed again and again. 

The spotlight was first turned on Giorgio 
Almirante, MEP and founder member of 
MSI, who is wanted by the Italian legal 
authorities on two counts. Firstly, for 
allegedly assisting in the escape of a fellow 
right winger accused of killing three 
policemen in a car bomb explosion at 
Peteano in 1972. Secondly, for re- 
establishing the disbanded Italian Fascist 
party, an act which is against Italian law, 
when he set up MSI in 1948. After the 
Italian Parliament waived Almirante’s 
immunity from prosecution the European 
Parliament voted to do likewise, a 
relatively rare decision for it to take. 

Then there was the Gustav Pordea affair, 
allegations by the Sunday Times that the 
Romanian-born FN Euro-MP is in fact a 
Communist spy who paid Le Pen 500,000 
dollars to be accepted on the FN candidates 
list. The European Parliament’s 
Credentials Committee has now decided to 
investigate the matter. 


Circus 


Le Pen held a well attended press 
conference to refute the allegation, 
denouncing the “Australian Socialist 
Murdoch” and claiming that the story was 
like accusing Socialist group leader Rudi 
Arndt of being a “homosexual spy”. with 
“the only real evidence being Aids”. In fact 
the press conference turned out to be more 
like a circus. Journalists responded on cue, 
laughing at Le Pen’s crude jibes. 

But the most important event of the 


month at the European Parliament was the 
debate on the Report of the Committee of 
Enquiry into the Rise of Fascism and 
Racism in Europe. Only the second 
Committee of its kind, it was formed on the 
initiative of Labour MEP Glyn Ford, after 
the FN polled 11 per cent of the vote at the 
1984 Euro-elections. The Socialist Group 
hopes that it will lead to the three 
institutions of the EEC (the Parliament, 
the Commission and the Council of 
Ministers) adopting a “a solemn 
declaration” against “racism, racial 
discrimination and xenephobia” which 
could ultimately lead to a strengthening of 
member states’ anti-discrimination 
legislation. 

The European Parliament adopted the 
Enquiry’s findings almost unanimously 
(286-1). The only vote against was by Pino 
Romualdi of MSI who was apparently 
unaware that the rest of his Group had 
boycotted the whole proceedings. They are 
in the process of taking the Enquiry to the 
European Court on the grounds that it 
discriminates against them. 

Other right and centre parties were also 
less than enthusiastic about the Enquiry, 
arguing that the threat from the left was at 
least as great as that of the right. Attempts 
were even made by Gaullist and Christian 
Democratic members on the Enquiry to 
stall or block it. In spite of this, and largely 
through the efforts of the Socialist group 
and the Report’s author, Greek Christian 
Democrat Dimitrios Evrigenis, a 
consensus was achieved but only at. the 
price of vague and_ contradictory 
conclusions which gloss over the electoral 
threat of the FN and dismiss the existence 
of state racism in Europe. 

Nevertheless the Report contains 
invaluable information on the far right. 

It is this information which Le Pen slams. 
Sitting in his office in the far reaches of the 
Parliamentary buildings, a hefty henchman 
with a cauliflower ear by his side, Le Pen 
was adamant. “There is no connection 
between the FN and fascism, the old 
fascism is dead”. But one of the witnesses 
to the Enquiry, Marie-Jo Chombart de 
Lauwe of the French National Centre of 
Scientific Research, cited evidence to the 
contrary: Pierre Bousquet, a founder 


member of the FN was a former Waffen SS 
member who wrote in 1978 that the Jews 
were responsible for the Second World 
War. He left the Front in 1982 because he 
felt it had become too reformist. Le Pen 
himself has been convicted under French 
anti-fascist laws for selling recordings of 
nazi songs and speeches. In his defence he 
declared that “Hitler came to power as a 
result of a mass movement which was, after 
all, popular and democratic”. 


Racist articles 


With a wave of his hand Le Pen also 
dismisses the allegation that his MEP 
colleague Bernard Antony (alias Roman 
Marie) is still connected with the pro-FN 
journal Le Présent, which is cited in the 
report as carrying racist and anti-semitic 
articles. But Antony himself evidently does 
not wish to disassociate himself from the 
daily paper for he mentions that he founded 
Le Présent in the short list of credentials 
which he submitted to the EEC 
Parliamentary handbook. And a recent 
edition of the paper makes it clear he is still 
in touch with it. 

Of the British NF Le Pen denies all 
knowledge, mumbling that “it is not my 
problem”. But in some areas, at least, there 
is clearly a close resemblance between their 
programmes. The kind of France Le Pen 
would like to create is one where 
“immigrants would be sent home; it makes 
no difference if they were born in Algeria 
or Israel”. Those who stay “must choose 
between Algeria and France”. Or, as it says 
in the brochure of the Group of the 
European Right, “a multi-cultural society in 
France cannot last”. 

What about parliamentary democracy? 
Does Le Pen think it is the best system for 
modern day Europe? “Not if you judge by 
the mediocrity of this parliament”. But, he 
adds after a pause, perhaps after reminding 
himself not to dent his respectable image “I 
think, like Churchill, democracy may not 
be the best system but it is the best one 
we’ve got”. Le Pen may well have the 
chance to develop his theories of 
democracy further in March when the FN is 
likely to be represented in the French 
national parliament for the first time. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ PEDRO GALLEGUILLOS DEFENCE 
CAMPAIGN 


A campaign has been mounted to demand that the 
Home Office grant political asylum to Pedro 
Galleguillos, a 25-year-old Chilean who faces 
imprisonment and possible death if he is deported 
to Chile. The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees has informed the British Home 
Office, after extensive investigations, that in their 
view Mr Galleguillos qualifies for refugee status. 
The Home Office is still dragging its feet and may 
yet decide to deport Pedro. 

Pedro Galleguillos was arrested in 1984 in 
Manchester, where he has been living for three 
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and a half years. He was served with a deportation 
order and held in Strangeways prison, despite 
having committed no crime. Due to the Defence 
Campaign, he was released after four months. A 
petition asking that he be allowed to stay has so far 
collected 8,000 signatures. 

For further information and offers of support, 
contact: Pedro Galleguillos Defence Campaign, 
c/o 9 Lucy Street, Manchester M15 4BX. 


@ SCHOOLBOY STABBED 


An Asian schoolboy in Birmingham has been 
stabbed after a racist taunt. Thirteen-year-old 
Sultan Fasar collapsed on the pavement near his 
home, in Lloyd Road Small Heath with a stab 
wound in his side. He is recovering in hospital. An 
11-year-old boy is being questioned by police over 
the incident, in which a flick knife was used. 
(Birmingham Evening Mail 31.1.86.) 


@ LEGIONNAIRE KNIFEMAN 


A man who had served a year in the French 
Foreign Legion stabbed an Asian passer-by witha 
kitchen knife. Paul Wright, (22), of Earls Court, 
London, was jailed for 18 months for the attack. 

Mr Khalid Hussain, (23), a student, was 
walking in Cedar Street, Blackburn, with two 
friends, when they saw Wright approaching witha 
dog. They made room for Wright to pass, but he 
stabbed Mr Hussain in the chest, and tried to 
strike at one of Mr Hussain’s friends. Mohammed 
Ghafour. Mr Hussain later received hospital 
treatment for a chest wound. 

In defence, Wright said he had been fighting 
with his sister’s boyfriend. He said Mr Hussain 
just happened to be there and he stuck the knife in 
him. 

“Anyone would have got it I was so angry”, he 
said. (Leeds Evening Telegraph 11.12.85, 
12.12.85.) 





ORANGES AND LEMONS... 


One of the most dangerous developments on 
the far right has been the growing links 
between the National Front and some of the 
hard-line Loyalists in Ulster. Although 
many of these links are confined to secret 
meetings and behind-the-scenes contacts, 
nevertheless some are publicly visible in the 
pages of published magazines. 

Certainly, the National Front is making a big 
splash of the Irish issue at the moment. The latest 
issues of National Front News and New Dawn 
(“the Revolutionary Voice of British Youth”) 
have similar covers. “Smash the IRA” screams 
the youthful revolutionary voice. “Hang IRA 
Scum” is NFN’s message, accompanied by a 
cartoon drawing of an IRA_ member 
(recognisable by the beret upon the head) with 
noose around the neck. The cartoon is available 
as a poster from the National Front bookshop, 
and it adorns the latest NF leaflet (also available 
in absurdly large quantities from the NF HQ). 

This latest issue of National Front News 
(No.73) is filled with things Irish in general and 
with the Anglo-Irish agreement in particular. 
Allow Jim Morrison to put the NF’s position on 
the latter agreement: 


“The Anglo-Irish agreement is a savage kick 
in the teeth for Ulster. It gives the Irish 
Republic’s government a substantial role in 
the administration of Ulster, and _ is 
specifically engineered to ensure the break- 
up of our Nation and the absorption of Ulster 
into an alien Irish state”. 


Those NFN readers who wish to purchase the 
hanging poster, to hang on their walls, must sign a 
form declaring “I want the National Front to fight 
for our racial brothers and sisters in Ulster”. NFN 
announces that “the National Front is the only 
movement organised throughout the whole 
United Kingdom which supports Ulster’s right to 
self-determination”. Apparently, the IRA “a 
gaelic imperialist organisation, is waging a 
murderous war of attrition against the Ulster 
State, the loyalist population and all things 
British”. 

We get the picture. The NF supports the 
Loyalist cause. But there is more than that. The 
NF is not lining up with the more orthodox of 
Ulster’s Protestant politicians. Let NFN spell out 
the nature of its Loyalism: “We support the 
Loyalist para-military organisations who engage 
in direct action against the IRA”. 

To this end, the NF is producing its own Ulster 
magazine, Ulster Sentinel: the Radical Voice of 
Ulster Loyalism. National Front News carries 
advertisements for its Ulster off-shoot: for only 
30p readers can obtain “News of the Anglo-Irish 
Summit, Comment, Book Reviews, News and 
Gossip!”. 

Ulster Sentinel’s issue Number Four, Volume 
2, is a “Special Summit Resistance Issue”. It 
reprints a lengthy article from John McMichael, 
who “is reported to be a member of the recently 
formed United Ulster Loyalist Front”. 
McMichael declares that the time has come for 
the Orange leadership to “make the necessary 
preparations for conflict in order to ensure a 
loyalist victory”. McMichael is described as being 
“a leading member of the UDA”. 

Ulster Sentinel is a curious mixture of Ulster 
Loyalism and National Front Strasserism. The 
last issue of 1985 contains a rave review for Derek 
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Sell Out! 


NF’s subtle propaganda. 
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Holland’s ‘The Political Soldier’, which spells out 
the current racist and folkist creed of the NF’s 
young leadership. The first issue of 1986 contains 
a picture of young Joe Pearce, sentenced to 
prison for inciting racial hatred. Mr Pearce is 
described as being “the Education Officer of the 
British National Front”, as well as being “an 
outspoken friend of the Ulster Loyalist cause”. 

Ulster Sentinel is clearly attempting to forge 
links between its own Strasserite Loyalism and 
other forms of Ulster Loyalism. its readers are 
urged to “join your local Ulster Club”: “A 
network of Ulster Clubs is being formed in each 
local district council area”. The purpose is “to 
bring together all the talents, abilities and 
resources of the Ulster men and women” in the 
Loyalist cause. 

The magazine also announces that “the two 
Loyalist party leaders, Dr Paisley and Mr 
Molyneaux have recently announced the setting 
up of the ‘Ulster Fund’. This is designed to 
promote the Ulster cause in the United States. 
Ulster Sentinel advises its readers to send 
donations either to Mr Molyneaux or to Dr 
Paisley, and provides the necessary addresses. 

All this might suggest that the NF is attempting 
to ingratiate itself amongst the Loyalists, but not 
that it has necessarily achieved any success in this 
direction. However, the advertisements in Ulster 
Sentinel are revealing. There is, as is to be 
expected, an ad for Nationalism Today, yet 
another “radical voice of British Nationalism”. 
Just above that ad is one for a magazine with the 


pithy title of Ulster: “If you want to know the facts 
read Ulster’s best selling Loyalist monthly: 
Ulster” . 

Ulster is a bit more centrally placed in Loyalist 
affairs than is Ulster Sentinel. It is produced by 
the Ulster Information Service. It sports the 
badge of the UDA above its editorial column, 
and its publishers supply a nice line of “UDA T- 
Shirts (all sizes)”. Its contents are predictably 
hard-line Loyalist, and pro-UDA. 

Ulster’s back page provides an Information 
Service for its readers. November’s issue carries 
the names and addresses which might be of 
interest to UDA supporters. For example, there 
is information about NIACRO, (“the Northern 
Ireland Association for the Care and 
Resettlement of Offenders”) and _ also 
information about Loyalist Prisoners Aid. Then 
there is a request for prospective musicians to 
join the Ulster Defenders of Ardoyne Flute 
Band. 

As for other publications recommended by 
Ulster’s Information Service, there are official 
publications of the UDA, such as Beyond the 
Religious Divide. In addition, there is the “local 
literature” such as Orange Standard, published 
by the Orange Order of Belfast. And lastly, there 
is Ulster Sentinel, although its NF connection is 
not mentioned. Thus Ulster and the NF 
publication advertise each other. 

Like most political publications Ulster has a 
letters’ page. November’s issue contains a 
lengthy letter from an anonymous “English 
Loyalist”. Readers of National Front News and 
other NF publications will be familiar with the 
turns of phrase. The letter writer complains of 
news manipulation in Britain: “the vast majority 
of English people have not rejected the people of 
Ulster”, it is that they have been denied a proper 
perspective because of “media disinformation” 
and “smokescreens, political and media”. 

The real give-away phrase in the letter comes 
towards the end. The writer declares: “What 
demands clarity here is the fact that at grass roots 
the enormous mass of ordinary English folk share 
solidarity with the principle of Ulster and 
British”. Ordinary English folk. Yes, indeed the 
racial theorists of the NF are always harping on 
about the Folk. 

Of course, in itself this coincidence of themes 
and mutual advertisement might indicate little. 
However, the signs are that the NF senses an 
Opportunity to put its racial theory into para- 
military practice. The results will not be pretty. 





NF get out flag and baseball bat on anti-Irish demo. 
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‘HANDS OFF MY PAL” 


THIERRY Bracquemart is, at 26 years 
old, France’s youngest deputy-mayor 
and probably the only one to have had a 
hand grenade thrown into his home. As 
well as holding office in the town of 
Courtry, to the east of Paris, he is also 
the president in the Seine-et-Marne 
region of the big anti-racist movement, 
SOS Racisme. In an interview with 
Searchlight, he gave his assessment of 
the racist threat in France. 


S: How did you come to be involved in the 
anti-racist movement? 

T: Well, first of all, I was brought up by my 
parents to oppose racism. Their view was 
that whether a person was French, Arab, 
Jewish or black didn’t matter. They all had 
a rightful place in society and should be 
able to live according to their culture. From 
that start, it was natural that I should take 
an active part in the struggle against race 
hatred. 


S: How do you see the growth of racism in 
France today? 
T: It is highly dangerous and has really 
grown up over the last 3 to 4 years. In part, 
it comes from France’s past and in part 
from the growth of the racist and neo-nazi 
organisations. What it has done has been to 
bring the issue of race to the very centre of 
daily life. For example, now you meet 
. people, in the street or in bars, who openly 
say ‘I am racist’. Before, they would never 
have done this because it would have been 
like admitting publicly that they had 
syphilis. 

People like Le Pen and the Front 


National have helped the racists ‘come out’ 
by telling the immigrants to get out of 
France and by making the simple equation 
between the number of immigrants and the 
number of unemployed. Now, a lot of the 
racists feel bold enough to attack 
immigrants physically. 


S: Does the Front National have any 
presence in your town? 

T: Yes, and its growth has reflected its 
increasing strength nationally. At first, 
they were very small with only about 2 per 
cent of the vote, but the official, 
respectable right-wing parties have helped 
it to grow to build a kind of racist 
concensus. Jn Courtry, the FN now gets 20 
per cent of the vote, which is more than the 
Communist Party and almost the same as 
the Socialist Party. 


S: What is 
challenge? 
T: Anti-racists had to take a position. We 
also felt it was essential that young French 
people should speak out against this 
danger, so we launched SOS Racisme in 
November 1984 to give them a voice. Don’t 
forget, Le Pen nationally was getting 
around 15 per cent in opinion polls. SOS 
Racisme immediately had a big impact — 
amongst young people — for example, we 
held a big concert on the 14th June at the 
Place de la Concorde in Paris which 
attracted 400,000 . . . a staggering success. 
Obviously, it got massive coverage in all 
the media because it was the biggest anti- 
racist demonstration France had ever seen. 
SOS Racisme was established and _ its 
President Harlem Desir became a national 
figure overnight. 


being done to meet the 


REICISME JE 7 
EGALITE JE TAIN 


SOS Racisme on the march in Paris. 
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S: Why do you think SOS Racisme has had 
this special impact? 

T: We always had anti-racist organisations 
like the MRAP, LICRA and the League of 
Human Rights, but these organisations are 
seen as ‘old’ and do not really draw the 
immigrants into their ranks. They tend to 
be a case of French people talking to 
French people. SOS Racisme has broken 
out of that. 


S: Why and how? 

T: SOS Racisme is important because it has 
many ‘beurs’ in its groups. Let me explain. 
‘Beurs’ are Arab people born in France, 
who feel neither Arabian or French. They 
have flocked into SOS because they can 
really identify with it and see that it also 
includes other victims of racism . . . Jewish 
people and black people, as well a as French 
people. 

Our principle has been to put the effort 
to unite young people at the heart of all our 
policy and activity and it has enabled us to 
build a movement rather than a 
bureaucracy. We soon learned that music 
was a big unifying factor, so concerts and 
incidentally, sport, were a means of 
drawing young people together. 


S: The badge — ‘Touche pas 4 mon pote’ — 
is important, too? 

Ts yes... Its up-to-date language 
‘Hands off my pal . . . it’s the language the 
kids speak and it allows them to be proud of 
the fact they are not racist. We have sold 
two million of them. Big celebrities also 
wear our badge: Simone Signoret, who 
tragically died recently, Colouche, Costa 
Gavras, the film director, Stevie Wonder, 
Bernard Henri-Levy and also soccer 
players like Michel Hidalgo, Dominique 
Rocheteau and Luis Fernandez ... all 
French internationals. 


S: What do you think will happen after the 
March 16th elections? 

T: If the Right prevails it will be difficult. If 
Chirac is Prime Minister that will be 
grounds for fear because in reality the FN 
and the ‘old Right’ overlap so much. Chirac 
is friendly with Jean-Marie Le Pen. A right- 
wing government will try to find ways to 
silence SOS, perhaps by banning us from 
TV and radio. It will also worsen the 
climate of fear amongst immigrants 
because it is quite possible that the FN 
might be part of the Government and their 
message is: ‘Immigrants — get out of 
France’. 


S: Just how much fear is there amongst 
immigrants? 

T: It is very bad. There are constant racist 
attacks and frequent murders. Ill give you 


an example. Last week, in Le Puys, a man 
told his Morrocan neighbours they were 
making too much noise. When they tried to 
reason with him, he told them: ‘Shut up, 
you are filthy Arabs’ and then went off to 
fetch his son. They came back with two 
guns and opened fire. Two of the 
Morrocans were killed and five of the 
family were wounded. Every week, there is 
a racist outrage of some kind. It is very 
dangerous. 


S: Have you been attacked at all? 

T: Yes, one night I was at the cinema in 
town and while I was away, some fascists 
pushed a hand-grenade through the door of 
my flat. The people responsible were the 
sons of a local RPR (Chirac’s party) leader. 
But the police did nothing. 


S: How do you see Le Pen’s electoral 
prospects? 

T: I have no doubt that he will get enough 
votes to take about 30 seats which will allow 
him to form a Parliamentary group and 
have access to all the privileges of that: free 
telephones, full access to the media, a 
secretariat, massive publicity etc. It will 
give him an enormous boost. 


S: What is SOS Racisme’s position? 
T: We say: Don’t vote for Le Pen. Don’t 
vote for racism. 


S: What, then, are the main policies of SOS 
Racisme? 





Thierry Bracquemart. 


T: Summed up quickly, they are a 
statement of basic human rights. We have 
five simple, clear slogans: 

@ I'll go where I want. 

@ I'll love who I want. 

@ I have the right to work. 

@ I have the right to a vote. 

@ I'll live where I want. 

These aren’t an appeal to individualism but 





are directed at the real problems facing 
immigrants. Why shouldn’t immigrants 
have the right to vote, for example? 


S: What is the international importance of 
SOS Racisme? 

T: Racism is international and we need 
international links and organisation to 
combat it. We have SOS groups in 
Belgium, Holland, West Germany, 
Norway, Denmark and Sweden. That is 
why it’s good for us to be talking to 
Searchlight. What we would like to develop 
is a federation of anti-racist and anti-fascist 
organisations, which can also take up the 
issue of apartheid in South Africa, a 
country whose constitution is based on 
racism. We have called for big 
demonstrations all over Europe on 22nd 
and 23rd of March. We also don’t forget 
Jewish people in the USSR. When 
Gorbachov visited France, we brought 
young Jewish, black and Arab people — 
note, Arab people too — together to 
demonstrate and remind him: ‘Hey, 
Gorbachov ... the Jews of the Soviet 
Union are our pals as well!’ 


S: Is there anything you’d like to say? 

T: Only this. In my job, I work as part of a 
public health organisation. I have to kill 
cockroach, rats, mice and other vermin. 
Cleaning racism out of society is a matter of 
public health. So if I can kill vermin, I’m 
sure I can help get rid of racism and 
fascism, which are also a kind of vermin. 





INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND-UP 


WEST GERMANY 


Slave labourers 
compensated 


Nearly £12 million has been paid by a part 
of the Flick company to former wartime 
Jewish slave labourers. A Christian Social 
Union MP’s comment that Jews were 
“quick to step forward whenever money 
begins to jingle in German cash registers” 
was widely condemned and the MP, 
Hermann Fellner, subsequently claimed he 
had been misunderstood. 


AUSTRIA 


Nazism denounced 
by court 


Following a complaint against ultrarightist 
election campaigns, the Vienna 
Constitutional Court has ruled that nazism 
is forbidden by the Austrian constitution. It 
is hoped that this will affect the running of 





university election candidates by the ANR 
(Action of the New Right) and plans by the 
National Democratic Party (NPD) to 
support a candidate in the presidential 
elections. 





Nazi wedding 


The wedding has taken place in New 
Orleans of veteran nazi Karl Hand and 
Mary Sue King. Hand, leader of the 
National Socialist Liberation Front, was 
surrounded by an honour guard in SS 
dress and was married in the open air in 
a SS wedding rite. 

The best man was White American 
Resistance leader Tom Metzger and the 
ceremony was conducted by racist pastor 
Robert Miles. This was the highpoint of 
recent activity by Miles, who has also 
visited recently David Duke of the National 
Association for the Advancement of White 
People, J.B. Stoner and Ed Fields of the 
National States Right Party and Klan 
leader Don Black. Black, based in 
Alabama, is running for the Senate as is 
another racist activist, Glenn Miller of the 
White Patriots Party (formerly the 
Carolina Knights of the Ku Klux Klan). 
While Miller claims 2,600 members, a 
monitoring group, Klanwatch, believe he 
has less than 800 and puts the total 
membership of different Klan groupings at 
between 6,000 and 8,000. 


Holocaust survivor 
wins court case 


Mel Mermelstein, a former Auschwitz 
prisoner who lost most of his family in 
nazi death camps, has won his court 
case against Swedish Holocaust 
‘revisionist’ Ditlieb Felderer, who had 
sent him numerous newsletters denying 
the authenticity of the Holocaust. 

‘Having won $90,000 in a court case 
against the California-based Institute for 
Historical Review which had failed to keep 
its public offer to pay $50,000 to anyone 
who could prove that Jews had been gassed 
by the nazis, Mermelstein then went to 
court against his Swedish antagonist. 

In a unanimous decision, the jury 
awarded Mermelstein $5.25 million in 
damages for libel and the intentional 
infliction of mental distress. 


Seattle murders 


An unemployed steelworker with a 
criminal and mental history record has 
been arrested for the murder of the wife 
and son of former Washington Democratic 
state congressman Charles Goldmark. 
Goldmark, once accused of being a 
Communist, had allegedly become the 
obsession of the accused, David Rice, 
whose home was found to be packed with 
extreme rightist literature. In the attack, 
Charles Goldmark and another of his sons 
were badly injured. 
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Labour pains 


THE fascist-to-Labour councillor career of 
Alan Phelan in Kirklees seems to be drawing 
to a close. He has been dumped by the 
council Labour group for refusing to agree to 
stick to party policy. 

But in his subsequent anger he revealed 
that he still has links with the nazis he ran 
with back in the early 1960s as a local 
organiser of the British National Party in 
Notting Hill, a background which got him 
into trouble in the first place when it was 
discovered last year. 

Asked by local Pennine Radio to comment 
on his expulsion from the Labour Group, he 
accused it of having been taken over by 
‘Trotskyites and Militants’. But pressed 
about his BNP connections he admitted 
having been involved and added that he still 
had friends in the League of St George. 

The League will be familiar to our readers; 
unashamed_Hitlerites, safehousers of 
wanted terrorists, recruiting sergeants for 
Column 88, and (in its heyday) possibly the 
British group most highly regarded by the 
international nazi brotherhood. Perhaps Mr 
Phelan should be pressed a little more about 
this. 

Interestingly, Phelan is also a member of 
Pennine Radio’s IBA local advisory board, 
and monitors Pennine’s new coverage of the 
Kirklees area. In the past he has had nothing 
but praise for their local coverage. Wonder 
what he thinks now. 


* % *% 


Horror Henries 


MORE news of the Young Monday Club’s 
increasing flirtatiousness with extremely 
rightwards-inclined outfits abroad. 

A“ private and confidential” memorandum 
to the YMC executive committee from its 
‘International Office’ reveals that Paul 
Masson has been appointed to the 
International Youth Committee of the Anti 
Bolshevik Bloc of Nations, a coalition of East 
European emigré groups heavily dominated 
by wartime nazi collaborators and war 
criminals. 

ABN was one of the _ founding 
organisations of the World Anti Communism 
League, but WACL, under its new White 
House-linked American leadership is 
currently trying to cut it adrift precisely 
because of its less than unsullied wartime 
record. 

No such inhibitions from the Young MCs, 
however, who sent a fully fledged delegation 
(Masson, A.V.R. Smith, Adrian Lee and 
Councillor D. Neill Smith) to the ABN 
conference held recently in London. “Useful 
contacts made with reps of various anti- 
communist and nationalist movements from 
E. Europe, S. America and S.E. Asia” boasts 
the memo. 

It is YMC hardliners who have constituted 
themselves into Western Goals UK, an 
offshoot of WACL boss John K. Singlaub’s 
American-based Western Goals. It seeks to 
persuade the American people and 
government of the urgent necessity of a pre- 
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emptive nuclear strike against the Soviet 
Union. 

The WACL connection continues through 
YMC’s liaison with the London office of 
Tradition Family and Property, a wealthy 
Brazilian WACL affiliate. Link man here is 
Huw Shooter, a peculiarly right wing history 
enthusiast, whose backward looking dress 
sense has got him into trouble in the past. 

Highlight of the year promises to be a 
planned trip to South Africa by a “full 
delegation” after “successful liaison with SA 
conservatives”. After David Hoile’s 
Kalashnikov-toting tour of the Nicaraguan 
border, we can’t wait to see the holiday 
snaps from this one. 

The flame is also being kept alive by the 
youthful MC’s more provincial cells. At Essex 
University, for instance, last November saw 
a “dinner of commemoration and service of 
remembrance” on the 50th anniversary of 
the death of the founder of the Spanish 
Falange, Jose Antonio Primo de Rivera. 
“Once again the Spanish streets will witness 
the marching of the young men of the 
movement, resplendent in the blue shirt and 
red beret uniform of Jose Antonio” sighs 
Essex University MC mag The Patriot, 
wistfully. Immediately above it is an article 
by Harvey Proctor MP. 


*% % % 


Lamb’s tales from... 


IT has been remarked upon more than once 
that if The Sun describes a story as its 
‘exclusive’, you can bet your life it’s already 
appeared somewhere else. Well, it seems 
that former Sun editor ‘Sir’ Larry Lamb didn’t 
leave that old trick back at Bouverie Street 
when he crossed the road to take over the 
ailing Daily Express. 

February 4th’s Express featured a piece 
billed as “Express Special on MI6 links with 
the Butcher of Lyons”. Captioned “Exclusive 
— by Brian Izzard” it “uncovers astonishing 
evidence” that “Britain is facing 
embarrassing questions about links between 
MI6 intelligence chiefs and nazi monster 
Klaus Barbie”. 

Ring a bell? That’s right, you read about it 
in Searchlight \last May. It’s the same story, 
based upon the same reply by Baroness 
Young to the same letter from Sir Gerard 
Vaughan which prompted us to ask ten 
months ago “Is there a cover-up?” 

Young revealed that the Foreign Office 
held secret files on Barbie which could not be 
released because of their “sensitive nature”. 
The case has since been taken up in the 
Commons by former Searchlight editor Reg 
Freeson MP. 


% % * 


Gutter politics 


MORE gleanings from the gutter. Rival 
revisionists Willis Carto and Dave McCalden 
are once again at each others’ throats. For 
almost two years they have been fighting like 
vultures over the carcass of the anti-semitic 
Institute for Historical Review. In its early 
days, they ran it in tandem, until a vicious 
parting of the ways which saw them flinging 
abuse at one another in a series of rival 
mailings to IHR supporters. 

Latest chapter in this tedious brothers’ war 
is a mailing from McCalden. The last, from 
Carto, complained about McCalden stealing 
the IHR mailing list to service his own 
Provisional IHR, now operating under the 
name Truth Missions. Now, McCalden says, a 


court in California has decided ownership in 
his favour and awarded damages against 
Carto. 

In a new circular, McCalden calls for an end 
to the tiresome affair: he demands that Carto 
should “retire gracefully” and hand over the 
IHR to its “original purpose, its original path”. 
And, he can’t resist adding, “its original 
Directorship”. In other words, to Dave 
McCalden. 

Included in the same mailing, incidentally, 
is a ‘flyer’ (Ulsterman McCalden has had to 
adopt a few of the Americanisms vital to 
success as a mail order bigot. It means 
‘leaflet’) advertising New Libertarian, the 
latest issue of which is an “all revisionist 
history special issue”. “Apart from us both 
being financially prudent”, says McCalden, 
“the (New Libertarian) people have no direct 
connection with Truth Missions or vice 
versa”. 

That must be of some relief to British 
libertarian godfather Chris Tame (he of the 
Alternative Bookshop) who has in the past 
been listed as the UK and Europe editor of 
New Libertarian. 


% % % 


Fiore and loathing 


ALL the coverage about his presence in 
London has stung convicted Italian terrorist 
Roberto Fiore into a string of complaints. He 
has begun libel proceedings in Italy against 
journalist Riccardo Maffey, a Press Council 
complaint against the Mail on Sunday, and a 
Broadcasting Complaints Commission case 
against News at Ten. 

A recent article in the New Statesman also 
seems to have got up his nose, and he has 
written to the editor complaining, amongst 
other things, that “I was convicted last year 
of ‘political subversion’ and not as the article 
stated ‘subversive conspiracy’.” 

So let’s put the record straight. His 
conviction was actually for “banda armata e 
associazione subversa” which translates as 
“armed band and subversive association”. 
We leave our readers to draw from that what 
they will. 

He also denies being a member of the 
Armed Revolutionary Nuclei, despite the fact 
that the trial last year which ended in his 
conviction was, in effect, a mass trial of NAR 
terrorists, a fact which police in Italy are only 
too happy to confirm. 


% % * 


Loyalty and Honour 


WE'VE had cause to comment before on the 
space provided by the Daily Telegraph for the 
pro-racist rantings of writer Honor Tracey. 
Last time was when she regaled us with a 
hymn of praise for Joan Mason's pro- 
repatriation umbrella group WISE. Well, 
she’s been at it again, and this time the focus 
of her admiration is Mason's old racist 
sidekick the Dowager Lady Jane Birdwood. 

“| always find the news sheet Choice of 
interest” she writes, “but the latest number 
is particularly so”. Choice is, of course, 
published by Birdwood. It is, according to 
Honor Tracey, “a plucky little paper . . .” put 
out by “a quiet unassuming English woman 
whose only offence is to love _ her 
country...” 

Well, not quite, as Dr Jacob Gewirtz, of the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews points out 
in a subsequent letter to the Telegraph's 
editor. “Going back to 1972 she has appeared 
on public platforms with other such quiet 
and unassuming patriots as Martin Webster 
and John Tyndall”, he reminds us. 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST 


= Sl & FA SC ISM 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 





AMERICA: The Dream Deferred 


Ever since the inner-city ‘riots’ of 
1981, the British state has looked to 
America to see how it has handled 
its ‘race problem’. Recently CARF 
also looked to America, and found 
that though more black people had 
entered the middle class since 
America’s urban upheavals of the 
60s, the great majority were still 
consigned to inner-city ghettos and 
rural slums, where they face 
deepening poverty and _ brutal 
repression. 


What happens to a dream deferred? 
Does it dry up 

like a raisin in the sun? 

Or fester like a sore — 

And then run? 


Does it stink like rotten meat? 

Or crust and sugar over — 

like a syrupy sweet? 

Maybe it just sags like a heavy load, 
Or does it explode? 


Some fifty years after these lines were 
written by the black poet Langston 
Hughes, Reagan’s America gave its own 
answer: the dream could be appropriated 
by a government determined to roll back 
the material gains made by the civil rights 
movement in the 1960s, to be packaged as a 
national holiday. 


Martin Luther King honoured 


In 1963, Martin Luther King preached his ‘I 
have a dream’ speech about a future of 
racial harmony before a crowd of 200,000 
protesters who had marched to Washington 
to demand racial justice and full civil rights 
for black people. On 20 January 1986, 
King’s vision — stripped of its political 
activism and made harmless and even 
anodyne — officially became part of the 
‘American dream’. 

The America which celebrated Martin 
Luther King Day for the first time this year 
did so in a mood of self-congratulation and 
complacency: and this when black 
unemployment is 22 times that of white, 
with approximately half of black young 
being jobless, and when the median black 
family income is only 55 per cent that of 
white, the lowest percentage for 20 years. 
To charges that racism was and still is the 
very bedrock of the American way of life, 
President Reagan concedes that ‘traces of 
bigotry’ do remain, but Martin Luther King 
Day will ensure we work to overcome 
them. And in the face of damning statistics 
about the deepening poverty of the black 
underclass, his officials point to the 
growing number of black mayors, 
policemen, astronauts and beauty queens, 
and add that those left behind in the ghetto 
have been crippled by a combination of 
‘affirmative action’ programmes, a 


statutory minimum wage, and their own 
moral failings. 


The Reaganite roll-back 


Reagan’s administration is now saying 
what Thatcher’s policy-makers are eager to 
hear, and it is no wonder that the Right in 
Britain is looking to America for pointers 
on how to manage ‘race’ issues. One thing 
common to both countries is the message 
that anything approaching ‘affirmative 
action’ or ‘positive discrimination’ or some 
other ‘equal opportunities‘ policy in fact 
victimises whites. Thanks to an ideological 
climate in which ‘white rights’ serves as a 
rallying cry, Reagan has been able to repeal 
rules which, over the past two decades, 
have set black employment and promotion 
targets for firms (employing some 23 
million people) which are in competition 
for government contracts. At the same 
time, the federal government has ruthlessly 
cut back its social welfare programmes, on 
the grounds that pouring money into the 
inner cities keeps black people in poverty. 

In Britain, the Reaganite position has 
been advanced by newspapers like the 
Daily Telegraph, which in an article 
entitled ‘Free the blacks — through a free 
market’ (22.10.85) announced that there 
was now “conclusive proof that 
unemployment among young blacks is 
directly linked to government intervention 
in the labour market”, citing in evidence 
the work of the black Reaganite economist, 
Professor Walter E. Williams. (For 
Brixton’s encounter with this same 
Professor Williams, here on a propaganda 
mission to promote the ‘conservative 
enterprise society’, see Searchlight, May 
1984.) 


The class divide 


The black middle class — estimated in 
America at about one-quarter of all black 
families (again half the percentage of 
white) — is said to constitute proof that 
race is no bar to success. These 
professionals, white collar workers and 
businessmen are the beneficiaries of the 
urban uprisings of the late 1960s, when 
national and state governments were 
finally frightened into passing measures 
designed to offer the few some way out of 
the ghetto, and the many the illusion that 
they too might escape one day. But, under 
Reagan, even sections of this middle class, 
which have come to share white society’s 
aspirations and concern with individual 
advancement, have experienced declining 
living standards. Meanwhile, the ghetto- 
dwellers are worse off than ever, and the 
gulf between the classes has steadily grown. 

One doesn’t have to look further than 
the capital city to understand the cosmetic 
nature of the black ‘advance’, and how 
little the rewards given to the few have 
benefited the many. Washington DC may 


have a black mayor, but it also has an 
unemployment rate for black men of nearly 
40 per cent (it was 27 per cent in 1970) and 
an infant mortality rate for black babies 
three times higher than that for white 
babies — black women in the city are five 
times more likely than white women to live 
below the official poverty line. 


Bombing the inner city 


The near-by ‘City of Brotherly Love’, 
Philadelphia, may have a black mayor, 
Wilson Goode, but Goode is the mayor 
who ordered the bombing of a house 
belonging to a black back-to-nature 
organisation called MOVE which, in May 
of last year, resulted in the deaths of 11 
people (including five children) and the 
demolition of the homes of 250 others. (At 
the time, the Attorney General Edwin 
Meese praised the mayor for handling the 
attack in “a very rational, very reasonable 
way”.) 

At the subsequent enquiry into the 
attack, Goode admitted authorising the 
bombing, but claimed he thought a non- 
explosive device would be used; other 
officials said he knew ahead of time of the 
decision to attach a military C4 explosive to 
the bomb. It was revealed at the 
investigation that the police had collected 
an awesome array of armaments for use 
against the group, including anti-tank 
weapons, grenades, machine guns and 
Mi6s. 

At present, one of the two surviving 
MOVE members is on trial for 
conspiracy, riot, assault and recklessly 
endangering property. She has testified 
that it was police brutality — the repeated 
arrests and beatings of members of the 
collective — which forced the group to 
fortify its house and look to its own self- 
defence. 


The same old story 


Meanwhile, there has been an upsurge of 
racist violence on the _ streets. of 
Philadelphia. In November, as the police 
stood by, a mob of chanting whites attacked 
the homes of a black family and a mixed 
couple who had just moved into a formerly 
all-white area of the city. (Mayor Goode 
was reported as saying that the whites 
probably had “good reasons” for feeling 
threatened.) When anti-racist groups 
announced that they would march in 
support of the families, the Mayor declared 
a state of emergency and banned anti-racist 
demonstrations; those who tried to march 
anyway were arrested. On 13 December, 
while a team of police sat outside, the house 
of the black family was burned to the 
ground. 

This sort of racist violence and police 
complicity is not confined to Philadelphia. 
In recent years, there have been 
firebombings in several northern cities, 
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including Chicago and Washington, as well 
as a series of incidents which indicate that 
no matter how many black policemen are 
recruited, police in a racist society will 
police that society along racist lines. 


Gunning down black youth 


Take the case of the 25-year-old black 
graffiti artist, Michael Stewart, who was 
arrested in September 1983 for allegedly 
scribbling graffiti in a Manhattan 
underground station. Later the same day 
he was brought to the hospital manacled, 
badly bruised, and comatose. He died 13 
days later without regaining consciousness. 
Since then, there have been two grand jury 
investigations before all-white juries, and 
one five-month trial. Despite the fact that 
several witnesses saw him being beaten 
with sticks, all six policemen charged in 
connection with his death have been 
acquitted. 

The 26,000-strong New York City police 
force hardly seems repentent. Their 
sadistic behaviour recently came to public 
notice when a group of black youths 
complained of being tortured with stun 
guns capable of emitting 26,000 volts of 
electricity. One 18-year-old, later cleared 
of charges of selling marijuana, was given 
49 shocks with the gun on various parts of 
his body to make him confess. 

At about the same time as the trial of five 
policemen on torture charges got 
underway, another white policeman in the 
city killed an unarmed black youth, 
Edmund Perry, in what he claimed was 
self-defence. Perry was described as a 
“brilliant student” who was about to enrol 
at Stanford University. His mother said 
that “white people hated to see his success. 
That’s the only way I can figure it. They 
wanted to wipe him out”. 


The Goetz factor 


Of course, in America it is not only the 
police who are trigger happy. In December 
1984 Bernard Goetz gained fame for 


himself as the ‘subway vigilante’ when he 
drew a gun and shot four black youths (two 
in the back) who, he said, asked him for 
money. According to his own testimony, 
after his initial round of gunfire, Goetz 
went up to one youth slumped on the seat 
and said, “you don’t look so bad; here’s 
another”, as he shot him again. The youths 
survived, but one is now paralysed. 

Three days before Martin Luther King 
Day, Bernhard Goetz — to some a far 
greater national hero — had cause to 
celebrate. After two grand jury hearings a 
judge dismissed charges of attempted 
murder and assault; those relating to illegal 
possession of a gun are still pending, but his 
lawyers hope these too will be dropped. 

What the exoneration of Goetz will mean 
for the reconciliation dreamed of by King is 
not difficult to imagine. Already black 
teenagers have been killed by gunmen 
‘doing a Goetz’. In one case in New York in 
mid-1985, a grocer killed three out of a 
group of four black youths — because he 
suspected they were going to steal a bottle 
of soda. 


George Jackson remembered 
As the Goetz grand jury hearing was 
ending in New York, a trial. with 
repercussions for King’s dream was just 
getting underway in California. In August 
1971, Stephen Bingham, then a young 
white well-to-do lawyer, was accused of 
smuggling in a gun to George Jackson in 
San Quentin prison. Shortly afterwards, 
Jackson, three prison guards and three 
‘trustees’ were dead, and Stephen Bingham 
had disappeared. Thirteen years later he 
gave himself up, and now he faces murder 
charges. 

If the media permit, the course of the 
trial should force America to examine a 
past it has chosen to forget. George 
Jackson, the ‘Soledad Brother’ and Black 
Panther, once a symbol of black resistance 
to racial oppression, is now scarcely 
known, despite the moving volume of 


prison letters which bears his name. 

Jackson, shot and killed at the age of 29, 
had been arrested when an 18-year-old and 
implicated in the theft of $70 from a petrol 
station. Despite evidence of his innocence, 
his lawyer persuaded him to plead guilty in 
order to avoid expensive court costs, in 
return for a light jail sentence. He got one 
year to life. Although the man who actually 
committed the robbery was released after 
two years, Jackson was refused parole, and 
spent much of his time in_ solitary 
confinement. There he disciplined himself 
to study and write, setting himself the goal 
of ‘transforming the black criminal 
mentality to a _ black revolutionary 
mentality’. 

On 13 January 1970 in Soledad prison, 
three black prisoners were fired on and 
killed by a white guard — later, a white 
guard was found beaten to death, and 
Jackson and two other black prisoners 
charged with his murder. In the defence 
campaign which gathered momentum as 
they awaited a trial which could end in the 
gas chamber, these three were known as 
the ‘Soledad Brothers’. They always 
claimed they had been accused of the 
murder because of their political militancy, 
and refusal to submit to the racist brutality 
endemic in the prison system. 

In August 1970, George’s 17-year-old 
brother, Jonathan, died in an attempt to 
free him and, just over a year later, as the 
tension in California’s prisons reached 
breaking point, Jackson was _ himself 
gunned down in what prison authorities 
called an ‘escape attempt’. A day later, 26 
inmates brought a petition before the 
Supreme Court accusing the authorities of 
conspiring to have Jackson killed. 

By the time of Jackson’s death, the war 
which the police and FBI waged from the 
late 1960s against radical black groups like 
the Black Panthers was just about over. 
The upsurge of militancy was killed by 
sheer state repression; the dream 
indefinitely deferred. 





Contrary to government claims, the 
Social Security Bill currently before 
Parliament is not an attempt to sort out 
the complexities of the social security 
maze, but yet another cost-cutting 
exercise. And if the proposals go 
through, nearly everyone who relies on 


some. sort. of _ benefit. — the 
unemployed, the low paid, single 
parents, pensioners, etc. — will be 


worse off. Inevitably, black people, 
already disproportionately subject to 
uenmployment and low pay, will be 
hard hit. 


A proposed new ‘presence _ test’, 
whereby claimants would need to have 
been in the UK for a set period to qualify 
for benefits, has been withdrawn, but 
instead, there is the threat of new 
procedures ‘to check abuse’. The 
implication that there is a link between 
social security fraud and immigration must 
lead to more passport checks and 
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questioning of entitlement to benefits. 

Present DHSS practice, where only 
black people or those who ‘look or appear 
to be foreign’ are subjected to such checks 
and cross examination, has been the 
subject of much criticism — and already 
deters people from claiming what is 
rightfully theirs. Yet, under the new system 
many benefits will not even be by right. 
Single payments and “urgent needs 
payments” are to be replaced by the “social 
fund”, a discretionary cash-limited fund to 
be administered by local DHSS officers. 
Under this arbitrary system, which is likely 
to discriminate between the ‘deserving’ and 
‘undeserving’, it is not hard to conclude 
that unemployed black youngsters and 
those not sufficiently fluent in English to 
argue their case will go to the end of the 
queue. 

And there is to be no right of appeal 
against refusal of benefits from the social 
fund. In 1983 a young Nigerian mother, 
who had left her husband who assaulted 
her, was penniless and applying for a 


change in immigration status. She was 
starved out of the country because she was 
refused “urgent needs payments”. The rule 
was then changed, but the “social fund” 
signals a return to the possibility of such an 
event occurring. 

Other proposals in the ‘reform’ of social 
security bode no better. 
@ Family credit is to replace family income 
supplement (paid to low paid families with 
children), already notorious for its low- 
take-up rate, especially among Asians and 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots. Family credit 
is to be paid to wage-earners by their 
employers. Yet many employers of the low 
paid are already unwilling to deal with tax 
and national insurance and will probably 
not operate the scheme; others may try and 
avoid the complex administrative hassles 
by only employing people without children. 
@ 18-25 year-olds are being particularly 
targeted for cuts in benefits, while 16-17 
year-olds appear to be excluded altogether. 
The social security white paper claimed 
that under-25 year-olds are not fully 


independent and so should not receive 
benefits to cover household bills. Yet 
pressure on housing forces young people 
away from home, and black people under 
25 are almost twice as likely to be 
unemployed as their white peers. 

@ the modified state earnings related 
pensions scheme is now to be based on 
average lifetime earnings (ie, 40 years), not 
20 years, as at present. No protection is 
offered for late entrants to the job market, 
which in practice mainly means black 
immigrants and asylum-seekers. 

@ asylum-seekers — at present dependent 
upon payments under the Urgent Cases 
Regulations (sometimes for over two 


years) — will be particularly vulnerable, as 
any claims they make must be to the social 
fund. Even sympathetic DHSS offices will 
feel great pressure not to commit 
themselves to regular long-term payments 
when they are administering a cash-limited 
fund. 
@ Finally, the government plans massively 
to increase the use of computers in the 
administration of benefits and to set up 
more links with other government 
departments, providing the basis for an 
extension of internal controls and increased 
surveillance of black people. 

The proposed social security reforms are 
a disaster for anyone dependent on 


benefits, but for black people, with the link 
between benefits and immigration still not 
severed and faced with racist decisions and 
prejudiced assumptions, there is every sign 
that their rights and access to benefits will 
be particularly under threat. 


Footnote: Harvey Proctor is a member of 
the House of Commons committee on the 
Bill. 


@For more detailed information, see Black 
claimants: targets for cuts, Committee for 
non-racist benefits, clo CIP, Bethnal Green 
Library, Cambridge Heath Road, London 
E2. 





Despite its claims to be a factual and 
objective account, the Metropolitan 
Police report on the Broadwater Farm 
‘riot’ last October is less concerned with 
establishing the truth than with blaming 
the black community and exonerating 
the police for the events of Sunday, 6 
October. 


The report, written by Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner Richards for the Haringey 
Police/Community Consultative Group 
and leaked in January, sets the scene by 
portraying the area as having “an 
unenviable reputation over recent years as 
one where normal policing methods are 
resisted by a vociferous minority”. Four 
incidents are cited, yet these span three 
years and hardly support the claim that 
“unprovoked attacks on police are all too 
common”. But the point is clear — to 
establish in the reader’s mind the idea that 
Broadwater Farm Estate is an area of 
persistent and violent hatred of the police. 

On the more immediate build-up to the 
riot, Richards cites a number of “reports”, 
“persistent rumours” and “information 
received” — of youths wearing balaclavas, 
of petrol being syphoned from tanks, or 
large numbers of youths gathering, even of 
petrol bombs being thrown. There is little 
evidence for any of this. Indeed, Richards 
has to admit that no disorder took place 
-before 6 October and, in relation to the 
report of petrol bombs, that “subsequent 


RACISM IN THE PRESS 


For the past two years the CARF 
Media Project has exposed racism in 
the media in the pages of Searchlight 
magazine. Now it has produced a 
major indictment of racism in the 
press: 


‘Anti-racists and other demons: 
the press and ideology in 
Thatcher’s Britain’ 


You can obtain a copy of this article, 
published in the journal Race & Class 
(winter 1986), from the Institute of 
Race Relations, 2-6 Leeke St., Kings 
Cross Road, London WC1, price 
£2.50. 





examination of the area failed to confirm 
such events had taken place”. Despie this, 
Richards says, these reports were accepted 
by the police as “evidence of mounting 
tension and potential disorder”, as a result 
of which police reserves were brought into 
the area. Indeed, Richards suggests these 
reports might have been created by 
“persons intent on provoking 
confrontation”. 

The point of repeating such rumours is 
clear. It is to help “prove” that plans were 
afoot for the riot itself. In line with this, the 
meeting which took place at the 
Broadwater Farm Youth Association on 
the Sunday afternoon was, the report 
implies, a meeting to plan an attack on the 
police. Scorn is poured on the idea that it 
simply resulted in a decision to hold 
another peaceful protest about the death of 
Cynthia Jarrett. Similarly, the speedy 
erection of barricades at entrances to the 
estate is seen as leaving “little doubt” that 
this was “part of a pre-arranged plan”. 

Leaders, too, are sought, as are outside 
influences, to show that this was no 
“spontaneous” outburst of anger. 
Individuals were seen “giving directions”, 
while more than half of those charged, the 
report emphasises, were from outside the 
Broadwater Farm Estate, and a 
“substantial minority” were white. 

Most graphically, there are the claims 
about “lakes of petrol” duly seized on by the 
press, as they were no doubt intended to 
be. (According to one source, the first 
copies of the report released had _ this 
phrase underlined to draw attention to it.) 
These “lakes”, the report alleges, were 
intended as an ambush for the police, but 
have now been shown not to have existed 
and to be a physical impossibility given the 


Between the lines 


“Little Black Sambo... was an enchanting 
story. showing how a little black boy 


outwits the nasty tigers. | didn’t believe it 
would do any harm. Once read, the book 
became Kate’s favourite . . . one morning 
ata children’s playgroup. . .she spotted a 
little black boy sitting on the floor playing 


lay-out of the estate. 

But the report does not stop at 
portraying the black community on the 
Broadwater Farm as a _ “vociferous 
minority”, hell bent on attacking the 
police. Other critics must also be dealt 
with. So, the well-researched reports of the 
Greater London Council and Haringey 
Council police committees are accused of 
“gross distortion” of the truth, either 
through “naivety or disinterest”. Yet no 
attempt is made to counter their accounts 
or answer their criticisms. 

Nowhere in the Richards’ report are the 
police seen as behaving in anything other 
than an exemplary fashion. There is, 
needless to say, no mention of the police 
racism which formed the backdrop to 6 
October and previous resistance by black 
youth on the estate. There is no criticism of 
the officers involved in the search of 
Cynthia Jarrett’s home, while the police 
sealing off of the estate which led to the 
‘riot’ is simply denied. 

But perhaps the most important thing 
about the Richards’ report is not what it 
says or does not say, but that it was written 
specifically for the local police/community 
consultation group. The report is clearly an 
attempt to ensure the support of this group 
of unelected “community representatives” 
and of others whom the police see as having 
“an interest in the well-being of the 
residents”. With this support, the police 
can head off criticism — not just from 
outside but from its own lower ranks at 
police tactics — and demands for external 
control, subvert plans for a public inquiry 
by Haringey Council, isolate the black 
community on Broadwater Farm and its 
Supporters, and impose a _ police 
clampdown on the area with impunity. 


with a toy train. Kate did not hesitate. She 
rushed forward, flung her arms around his 
neck .. . and said the words | dreaded to 
hear: ‘Hello, little black Sambo’ ... it 
made me sad to think that the innocent 
connection she had made with real 
pleasure, interest and affection, could 
today be regarded as offensive and 
insulting.” 

Sally Staples, Sunday Express, 26.1.86. 
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RACIST ATTACKS 


Racial attacks increase 


Increases in racial attacks of up to 72 per cent in 
the past year were recorded by monitoring 
organisations. CAPA (Community Alliance for 
Police Accountability) received 495 reports of 
separate assaults, including 15 arson attacks in 
Tower Hamlets. GACARA (Greenwich Action 
Committee Against Racist Attacks) reported a 72 
per cent increase (The Times 10.1.86). 


Support group formed in Sheffield 


After the Titus family were viciously attacked in 
Sheffield a new support group has been launched 
to seek firm action against the perpetrators of 
racist violence and publicise the effects it can have 
on family life. The Titus family had been attacked 
last August by six youths in a Ku Klux Klan style 
raid. One of the youth was found to be a serving 
soldier. Despite having previous convictions they 
were fined £300 each and allowed to pay in 
instalments. The magistrate chose not to treat the 
case as a racist attack (Morning Star 23.1.86). 


Racists attack school 


A classroom in St John’s School in Islington was 
set ablaze after racist slogans had been painted on 
the walls. Police and firefighters found graffiti 
including ‘Blacks Out’, ‘White Rule’ and ‘NF’ on 
desks and shelves. Headteacher Jan Sagar said 
racism had never been a problem at the school 
(Islington Gazette 17.1.86). 


POLICE 


Tottenham: storm over leaked report 


A senior officer at Haringey Community Relations 
Council says that a report by a woman police 
sergeant leaked to a national daily newspaper by 
the Police Federation on the situation on Broad- 
water Farm before the ‘riot’ reveals her to be 
a “bit of a racist copper”. Comments like “some 
minority groups are allowed to think themselves 
above the law” are “typically racist”. The report, 
by WPS Meynall from the Community Policing 
Team, alleges that senior officers ignored 
warnings of increased tension, serious drugs 
problems, attacks on police officers, and generally 
the creation of a ‘no go zone” (Hornsey Journal 
24.1.85). 


Young blacks need discipline 


Metropolitan Commissioner Sir Kenneth 
Newman, interviewed on LBC’s AM programme, 
said that the police had done “an awful lot to 
understand ethnic minority problems”, and that 
the black community had to do more to control 
young blacks: “Not enough discipline, socialising 
and conditioning is going on” (Standard 16.1.86). 


‘Streetwise’ blacks should train police 


Mr Astel Parkinson, chair of Lambeth 
Community Consultative Group, says that police 
should aim their recruitment drive at the black 
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over-30s. He also criticises police training, saying 


that racial awareness should be taught informally — 


by “streetwise blacks” and not just “British 
academic blacks”. Mr Parkinson was one of three 
black people from Brixton interviewed by the 
Metropolitan Police newspaper The Job 
(Standard 17.1.85). 


Police offensive in Brixton 


Plainclothes SPG officers are to patrol the streets 
of Brixton backed up by members of the 
Intelligence and Surveillance Unit, supposedly to 
“target muggers”. Members of the Lambeth Police 
Consultative Group have approved the scheme 
(Telegraph 21.1.85). 


Another case against police 


A young West Indian woman was acquitted of 
assaulting police during a demonstration after the 
shooting of Cherry Groce last September, and 


intends to sue the police for assault. Julie 


Robinson suffered severe bruising after being 
attacked with a truncheon, kicked and punched 
on the ground. On 13 January the charges against 
her were dismissed after photographs were 
produced which supported her account 
(Caribbean Times 24-30.1.86). 


IMMIGRATION 


Blood-tests to be used on immigrants 


12,000 Bangladeshi dependents seeking entry to 
Britain will be subjected to blood-tests from April, 
to determine their parentage “beyond doubt”. The 
Home Office says the tests will reduce the number 
of illegal immigrants (Daily Mail 11.1.86). 


More to be criminalised 


The government intends to change the law so that 
overstayers can be prosecuted however long they 
stay, the Home Secretary announced at the end of 
January. At present, although overstayers can be 
deported, they cannot normally be prosecuted 
after they have overstayed for more than six 
months. The effect will be to make more people 
into criminals, and to deprive them of rights of 
appeal which they enjoy at present (Guardian 
24.1.86). 


Raid at West End store 


Police officers and immigration officers raided 
Liberty’s store in London and took away 18 
Nigerians for questioning. A spokesperson for the 
store said that he knew nothing about alleged theft 
and immigration offences: “‘We employ cleaning 
contractors, and this is a matter totally between 
them and the police. It is nothing to do with 
Liberty’s” (Standard 30.1.86). 


Widow can stay 


Mrs Munir Begum Khan, the widow of a man who 
was stabbed to death during a visit to Britain, has 
been given permission to stay in the country 
(Guardian 18,1.86). 


Home Office reverses deportation order 


Mr and Mrs Aaron Tetteh and their daughter have 
been given refugee status after the Home Office 
accepted evidence that they faced punishment if 
they returned to Ghana (South London Press 
21.1.86). 


HOUSING 


Racist family faces eviction? 


A family accused of waging a race-hate campaign 
against Bengali tenants on a Camden housing 
estate has been told by Camden Council that it will 


be repossessing its flat. The Council says it has 
enough evidence to start proceedings aw & 
High, 101.86). 


Racist tenant may be evicted 


Patrick Kenny faces eviction from his council flat 
after pleading guilty to two charges of criminal 


damage. If a later court hearing decides that 


Kenny has been guilty of racial harassment, the 


Council could repossess the house (Willesden & 
_ Brent Chronicle 31. 1,86). : 


More promises 0 on evictions 


Ealing Council is considering a ccport which 
recommends the eviction of tenants guilty of racial 
harassment (Southall Gazette uy ee 


COURTS | 


Blair Peach documents released 


An Appeal Court has dismissed the poice eee 
against a High Court ruling last May that they 
should hand over documents relating to the death 
of Blair Peach in Southall in 1979. Judges ruled 
that witness statements, answers to questionnaires 
and other documents obtained during the 
inyestigation were relevant to the attempt by Blair 
Peach’s mother to sue the police. Police had 
claimed that the documents were privileged and 
sought immunity under the 1964 Folice Act 
(Standard 4.2.86). 


Prison for blacks 


A Birmingham lawyer claimed that local 
magistrates had a blanket policy of sending to 
prison all young black people convicted of offences 
arising out of the Handsworth riots. Peter Herbert 
told the court that young blacks were four times as 
likely to be arrested as young whites, and were 
given probation less frequently. The magistrates 
strenuously denied the allegations (Guardian 
29.1.86). 


TRIBUNALS 


‘New Honeyford’ cleared of racism 


Jonathan Savery, a teacher at the Bristol Multi- 
cultural Education Centre, has been cleared by 
Avon Education officials of allegations that he 
made racist remarks to a group of black teachers. 
He is still under investigation for writing an article 
in the Salisbury Review claiming anti-racists were 
Marxist revolutionaries (Telegraph 11.1.86). 


SDP candidate refuses to resign on race question 


An SDP candidate, Bob Lewis, has been asked to 
stand down and to re-consider his party 
membership after writing a letter to a local 
freesheet which SDP and Liberal officials 
described as ‘“‘racialist nonsense”. He wrote about 
two Asian gangs in Southall: “If sections of 
newcomers seek to wreak havoc and fear on our 
streets, then we have a duty to our own people to 
rid our shores of them, whether born here or not. 
Newcomers convicted of serious crimes, and in 
particular violent ones, should be deported 
without hesitation”. Mr Lewis said he did not 
intend to resign, and that the SDP should re- 
examine its policies on race. He is a social worker 
in Islington (Guardian 17.1.86). 


Unions block racist monitoring 


Civil Service unions have refused to co-operate in 
ethnic monitoring at dole offices. A two-week pilot 
scheme in Toxteth and Thornton Heath was 
stopped by industrial action, though the scheme 
went ahead in Stockton: CPSA official Peter 
Thomason said that his members were expected to 
assess claimants’ racial background by their 
appearance, and that the information could be 
misused (Telegraph 20.1.86). 


